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that goods were meant, *‘and for our chattels, 


for having a load upon his back; but when we || 
» And so of the great emperor; he entered 


| 

1090 : | come to look at what is proposed to California, |! 
qi| those countries for the good of the people, and |! we shall find she has not only three hundred | 
for their chattels also; and, as they did not choose | pounds upon her back, but we shall have a hun- | 
to have good performed for them in that way, war | dred pounds to tie to each leg, and still a pretty | 
was the result. They resisted, and thereby made | considerable weighigfo tie to the tail. I should 
war, and made the emperor a disturber of the | like to see how California would run with three 
ce, lover of peace as he was. ; hundred pounds upon her back, and a hundred to 
In the same identical manner, Mr. President, | each leg, and fifty pounds to the tail. It will be a 
with a parallelism which has been drawn here 


strange thing for the people of California to learn | 
somewhat too close for a parody, the Senator | that, in the opinion of the American Senate, their | 
from Kentucky charges me with deldying the ad- || State is to run faster precisely in proportion as she 
mission of California, because I resist where I || is loaded down. 

have a right to resist; and more than that, where [have been occupied, Mr. President, wholly | 
[hold it to be my dutyo resist, and where [ am | with the preliminary question of laying this reso- 
gystained by sixty years ofuninterrupted legislation | lution upon the table, and postponing its consider- || 
of the two Houses of Congress. Sir, threetimes | ation for the purpose of taking up the California | 
Washington, the Father of his Country, sent in || bill. 1] am not arguing the admission of California; 
messages for the admission of new States, pre- || 1 have not got to that. [I am not arguing the 
cisely under the same circumstances as those under || motions which will be made to amend the motion 
which President Taylor sent in a message in this || to send out this committee; much less, sir, am [| 
case. Tennessee, Kentucky, and Vermont, were | arguing the question of such a committee at all. || 
all admitted precisely under these circumstances, | All these things are in advance of what I want. 
and upon the presentation of messages precisely || All that I want, as | have made known, is to put | 
like this. Five other States were admitted after- | this ina shape which will admit of no dispute. 
wards, under the same circumstances, and by | The question is now as to the delay, the almost || 
messages of the Presidents of the time in which | indefinite delay, with the chance of eventually | 
those States were admitted, making eight in the | losing the admission between the two Houses. || 
whole, being as near half as eight can be of seven- || We have now three full days remaining of this 
teen. | am doing what has been done for sixty || week, and I think, if we proceed, we can in these | 
years. Every State that has been admitted for | three days come to a decisive vote on the California 
sixty years has been admitted in a bill by itself, || bill, and in doing that, we shall have washed our | 
except in one single case, and then two were put | hands and done our duty; and it will then be for || 
together in the same bill. Two States applied for | the House of Representatives todo their duty,a 
admission at the same time, and had no more thing with which we have nothing to do. 

right than California now has, for they made their || Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, when the ob- 
constitutions for themselves, without the previous || jection was raised the other day, by the Senator 
authority of Congress. I am doing what I have || from Alabama, that if the bill reported by the | 
aright to do, what I feel it to be my duty to do, | Committee on Territories was passed, all the public | 
what sixty years of legislation justifies me in || lands within the limits of that State would be lost | 
doing; and while this is the case, it will be lost to the Government, would belong to the State of | 
labor to undertake to scare me off the track by | California, | promised the Senate that when that 


= | entirely from all apprehensions on that score; and 
he honorable Senator from Kentucky has said || that, if | could not do it by argument, I would 
on several occasions, and repeated it again here | certainty do it by amendment. I had hoped, 


to-day, that California will come in sooner if all || therefore, that criticisms upon that part of the bill || 


these subjects be taken together, exciting as they | would have been deferred, and that the public 


appear. Come in sooner! Now, it is hard for | mind would not have been prejudiced by allusions || 


me to conceive that the Senator has an insight | to that supposed @efect, until the California bill 
into this matter which I have not. Though I pro- || came up for consideration. It has, however, been 
fess to be able, when I have a view of things, to | 
see as far into a millstone as he that picks it, yet I | 
cannot see the pickers here. The Senator from || correctness of the opinion expressed by the Sena- | 
Kentucky undertakes to say that these things will || tor from Alabama. 
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alluded to, and the high authority of the Senator || 
from Kentucky has been given to sanction the |! 


go on, and California will come in sooner, if she || 


is mixed up with all these foreign questions— 
foreign to her certainly. Now, he certainly un- 
derstands what he says. I do not. I do not 
understand why one subject, complicated with an 


immense number of others, is to go faster than it | 


could go by itself. There may be a question in 
this, as to the public lands. 1 here repeat what [ 
said the other day, that when the question of the 
admission of the State is up before the Senate, it 
will be proper to discuss the question of admission, 
and then 1 shall expect the Senator from Illinois, 
who has reported this bill, to satisfy me and the 
Senate upon this point. It will be sufficient time 
to discuss that, when we come to discuss the bill. 

he supposition is, that the bill is to go faster 
when complicated and loaded with all these sub- 
jects than it can go alone. There is something in 
that which is inexplicable to me. 1 know there is 
an idea, which may be called vernacular, prevalent 
in some parts of the country, that a horse can pull 
Stronger if he has a weight upon his back, and I 
have often seen large packs with two or three 

shels of grain upon a horse’s back while he was 
straining every nerve in pulling a load up hill. 

he argument was, that it kept the backbone 
S'ra'ght, and enabled him to draw Srey against 


Sir, I hold myself entirely capable of removing 
|| all apprehensions upon that point, on reference to 
|| well-established authorities—a large number of 


| 
| 


cases, forming such a current of authority, as I | 


|| ' : ° 
|| apprehend, that no one, after investigating the facts 


|| Lexpressed. Sir, as a Senator from the State of 
\| INinois, 1 may rejoice if the Senator from Ken- 


tucky, or the Senator from Alabama, would suc- | 


ceed in maintaining the position that they have 


i 

| 

'| sition be correct, I am prepared to show that this 
|| Government owes the State of Illinois nineteen 
| millions of dollars, for lands sold within that State, 
|| and that fifteen millions of acres of unsold lands, 
|| held by the Government of the United States 


| State of Illinois. Yes, sir, and also that this Gov- 

ernment owes Ohio twenty millions, and owes In- 
| diana twenty-one millions; and other States large 
sums, to the amount of ninety odd millions of dol- 


| 
j 


can question the correctness of the opinion which | 


j 


| 


| within the limits of that State, now belong to the | 


New Senies.....No. 48. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I will state the limit of my 
remarks, and the Chair can then decide. I pro- 
pose to extend my remarks just so far, and not 
one iota further, than is necessary to reply to the 
charge made by the Senator from Kentucky. 

Mr. FOOTE. I understood the honorable Sen- 


ator from Kentucky to throw out a simple sugges- 
tion, which may or may not have been in order, 


|, accompanied by the additional suggestion to the 
ll 


Senator from Illinois, which | thought in order. 
Now, sir, my point of order is, that it is not in 
order, on the question now before the Senate, to go 
into the discussion of the general question. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. I tis the opinion of 
the Chair that the remarks made by the Senator 
from Ilinois [Mr. Dovetas} were foreign fo the 


| question und@ consideration, and consequently 
| out of order. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. I will refrain, then, from any 
expression of opinion on the pointon which I was 
proceeding to address the Senate. 

Mr. HALE. 1 move that the Senator from Il- 


| linois have liberty to proceed. 


Mr. FOOTE. If he desires it, I will not inter- 
pose any objection. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I do not desire the Senate to 
depart from its usage on my account. The Sena- 
tor from Kentucky was simply arguing a position, 
with the best of motives, which | thought would 
throw an imputation upon me as the chairman of 


|} acommittee. Hence l thought it my duty to my- 
| self and to my committee to vindicate the Califor- 


nia bill from that imputation. And if the motion 
of the Senator from Missouri prevails, | shall take 
the floor and make that vindication. If not, I 


' shall feel bound to do it on this resolution, when 


the subject comes up in the course of debate. 

Mr. FOOTE. I rise to make a personal expla- 
nation. I trust my friend from Lilinois will ander- 
stand that if | had not considered that he had 
already combated with considerable effect’ the 
suggestions thrown out by the honorable Senator 
| from Kentucky and other Senators—if I had not 
considered the war about even—I would not have 
| raised the point of order. 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, I wish to make a 
single remark. I certainly expressed no deliber- 
ately formed opinion whether the admission of 
California, without any provision as to the dispo- 
sition of the public lands of the United States in 
that State, would prevent the United States from 
holding the public domain there located. But, sir, 
notwithstanding all that has been said, I shall 
insist, as a precautionary measure, that some clause 


|| be inserted declaring the retention by the Govern- 


ment of the United States of the public lands in 
California. It is not necessary, however, to go 
into the discussion of the subject now. I trust 
the honorable Senator from Illinois, at the proper 
time, will enlighten us on the point. For myself, 
I should be glad that the enactment of such a law 
would not be necessary. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 1 would state to the honor- 
able Senator from Kentucky, that although I'am 


| 


} 


: || prepared to show that it is unnecessary, yet, by 
| here assumed in regard to California. If that po- || way of precaution, 1 am prepared to offer an 


amendment, which I hold in my hand, to remove 
| every doubt on the subject. But I can show that 
| such an amendment will not be necessary. 

Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, what is the 
question before the Senate ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
the motion to amend submitted by the Senator 
| from Kentucky, [Mr. Cray.] 

Mr. BENTON. I withdrew my motion to lay 


| 
| 


I lars, for lands sold within those States, the money 1} this subject on the table, in order to give the Sen- 
| for which has been received by this Government, || ator from Kentucky an opportunity to say a few 


|| when the proceeds belonged to those States, if the || words. Other Senators also embraced the oppor- 


| 
|| Alabama and Kentucky be correct. 
|| Mr. FOOTE. I rise to a question of order. 
1} 


© centre of every joint. {Laughter.] That was || 
one in the case of drawing; but this is a case of || 
running. California has to run, and as it seems || 
to me she has to run the gauntlet and a long line. 
never heard it supposed that a horse ran faster |! 


But if my friend from Illinois desires to make only 
a few remarks in vindication of his bill, f will cer- 
tainly withdraw it. If, however, he designs ex- || 


| tending his remarks, I feel ound, as the proposer )) 


of this resolution, to insist upon the point of order. |! 


position assumed by the honorable Senators from |! tunity. 


Mr. BUTLER. I do not rise to make any re- 
| marks. I merely wish to know whether the mo- 
tion of the honorable Senator from Missouri, to 
take up the California bill alone, or the amend- 
ment offered by the Senator from Kentucky, be 
pending? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There can be no 


{ 








motion to take up the California bill until the ques- | 
tion now before the Senate be disposed of. 

Mr. BENTON. 1 move to lay this subject on 
the table, for the purpose of taking up the Califor- | 
nia bill, and on that motion I ask the yeas and | 
nays. | 

‘he question was then taken on the motion to | 
lay the subject on the table, and it was rejected, as 
follows: | 

VYEAS—Mesers. eae Benton, Bradbury, Chase, 
Clarke, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Dayton, Dodge of | 
jowa, Dodge of Wisconsin, Douglas, Felch, Greene, Hale, 
Haralin, Jones, Miller, Norris, Phelps, Seward, Shields, 
Both, Walker,and Welhster—24. 

NAY S8—Meessrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Borland, Bright, | 
Butler, Cass, Clay, Clemens, Davis of Mississippi, Dickin- 
son, Downs, Foote, Hunter, King, Mangum, Mason, Mor- 
ton, Pearce, Rusk, Sebastian, Soulé, Sproance, Sturgeon, | 
Turney, Underwood, Whitcomb, and Yulee—2s. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. I suppose it will now be in 
order for me to conclude the remarks I had com- 
mencei. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The objection was 
made to the relevaricy of the speech. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Well, if the*objection is, that 
on this motion to refer, my remarks are not rele- 
vant, I desire to be heard. 

Mr. MANGUM. I understand the question 
now to be on the motion of the Senator from Ken- | 
tucky. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. That is the only | 
question before the Senate now. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. But] desire to call the atten- 


tion of the Chair to this fact. i the way to make it. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair certainly |) 


will be pleased to hear the question. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 
resolutions offered by the Senator from Tennessee 
to a committee, with certain instructions. Now, 
these resolutions, and the motion to refer, include 


the whole question of the admission of California || 


into the Union. 
Mr. FOOTE. Irise toa pointof order. There 
is nothing to which he refers now before the Sen- 


ate. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 1 am discussing a point of 
order now before the Senate. 

Mr. MANGUM. The point of order has been 
decided by the Chair. 

Mr. FOOTE. Is it then in order for the Sena- 
tor to discuss it without an appeal ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Certainly not with- | 
out an appeal from the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. DOUGLAS, If it is desired to drive me 
to that pass, I shall certainly appeal. 

Mr. FOOTE. The Senate will allow me to 
remark that I am driving no one. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The reasons for my appeal 
are these: This question of the admission of Cali- 
fornia has been discussed for nearly a week, and | 
the bill which I have reported has been read to the | 
Senate by Senators—every word of it—word after | 
word, and each line of it commented upon. It has | 
been attacked and it has been defended. Every 
Senator who chose to make a speech against the 
bill, and all who chose to defend it, have been per- 
mitted to do so, And now I ask, upon what prin- 
ciple that is all in order, until when the author of 
the bill, whose conduct has been impugned, rises 
to defend himself against those imputations? I | 
maintain that lam strictly in order, by the very 
terms of the motion. The motion is to refer the 
admission of California, the creation of territorial 


governments, and the decision of the slave ques- || 


tion in the District of Columbia, to a committee. | 
And, sir, is it possible that it is not in order to dis- 
cuss the very measure that it is proposed to refer? 
Each Senator has done that, and I simply ask per- 
mission to do that which each Senator, on each 
side of the Chamber, has done, without objection 
being made thereto, and especially when it-is 
necessary for my own vindication. Upon these | 
grounds [ appeal from the decision of the Chair. 


Mr. HAL I wish to state now what | en- 
deavored before to get the floor for the purpose of 
suggesting to the Chair. The resolutions of the 
Senators from Tennessee and Kentucky, both cov- 
ering the whole ground in the broadest terms, are 
proposed to be submitted to this committee, and | 
the Senator from Missouri proposes a certain set 
of instructions, which the Senator from Kentucky | 

ropeses to strike out, and to refer this whole sub- 
ject generally, without any instructions. Now, it | 
seems .to me, beyond any possible phase in which 





it can be presented, this gives the fullest breadth || king out and substituting another in lieu ct this Legislature, some little experience on 


Here is a motion to refer the || 


|, discuss the original resolution of reference. 


| 


|| tee certain propositions. 


|, considered. 


|and scope for the discussion of anything which 
| may grow out of these questions, It was for the 


purpose of making this suggestion that I endea- | 


vored to get the floor before, in the confident 
opinion that when the Chair came to look atthe 


|| question in this view, it would reverse the previous 


decision, and decide that the question was debata- 


| ble under the aspect in which it was presented to 
|, the Senate. 


Mr. CLAY. It is avery simple case. A cer- 
tain motion is made to refer a certain subject to a 
‘committee, An amagndmeniy iv proposed by the 
| Senator from Missouri to eXcept from that refer- 
ence certain specified topics, and | propose an 
amendment to his amendment. Now what is be- 
fore the Senate? Nothing whatever at present 
| that you may legitimately arrive at, but the amend- 


| osition of the Senator from Missouri nor mine, 
| refers to the condition of California at all, or to 
| the mode in which she should be admitted into 
| the Union. But I beg to say to the Senator from 
| Illinois, that 1 think he displays more anxiety than 
| is requisite on this subject. 
| to discuss the question whether it is necessary to 


|| others may not be so prepared. I have not looked 


| enough into the subject to form a deliberate opin- 
ion, and when the bill comes up, then it will be 


jadmit California with or without a condition; 
' 


| time to discuss the whele subject. 


held up the bill and said this was the whole of it. 
| | said that other matters might be connected with 
it, merely in reply to that observation. , ‘The sim- 
ple question before the Senate, as | understand to 


ment of the Senator from Missouri and my amend- | 
ment to that amendment. Now, neither the prop- | 


He may be prepared | 





| 


| 


| 








} 
i} 


! 


|| whether it brings up the question 


were fairly under discussion, and ; 
those. And if any Senator calls ona but 
Chair must decide that it was not in Order at - 
time to discuss the merits of a bill that hes 
submitted for the admission. of California: 7 
whether it did or did not give away the public dn 
main, or require an einatnae. has nothing - . 
with the question now before the Senate. Such : 
the opinion of the Chair, and the grounds fo : 
decision. 7 
Several Senators. That ia right. 
Mr. DOUGLAS... I ask that the 
of the Senator from Missouri ma 








amendmen: 
y be read, to see 


br it < of the admiss 
of Califernia or not. If it does not, } certainly 


shall not insist on my point of order. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senaio, 
desire to have the original amendment of the Sen 
ator from Missouri read ? : 
’ Mr. DOUGLAS. Yes, sir, the original amend. 
ment. . 

‘The amendment was read accordingly, 

Mr. DOUGLAS. | I suppose that an instruction 
to separate each of these things from the question 
of the admission of California, necessarily gives 
Senator the right of discussing the propriety of 
the thing separately and of the thing Jointly, and 
that you cannot discuss the propriety of connect. 
ing or not connecting them without discussing 


|| the subject. which 1 supposed I had a right y, 
And with re- |} - 

| gard to referring to that bill, | did not go out of | 
The Senator from Missouri | 


discuss. 

Mr. MANGUM. I am compelled to rise to , 
point of order. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I am arguing a point of 
order. 

Mr. MANGUM. The Chairman has decided 


the point, and, unless you take an appeal, you 


| be decided by the Chair, is the amendment of the || have no right to discuss it. 


| 
| Senator from Missouri and my amendment to it. 


| the reasons for its decision. The Chair regarded 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will give || half hour ago. ¢ 


Mr. DOUGLAS. I have taken an appeal q 


Mr. MANGUM. Then certainly you are in 


| the point of order to be whether the remarks were || order. 


| relevant or not. 
| Mr. DOUGLAS. Will the Chair allow me to 
| make the question distinctly? 

Mr. MANGUM. | I call the Senator to order. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I ask, when a point of order 
is made, whether the Chair or a Senator has a 
right to the floor? 

Mr. MANGUM. The Chair, of course. 

Mr. CLAY. Always. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair certainly, 
when a point of order is raised, has a right to state 
the grounds for its decision, 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 1 wished merely to state the 
point I make. . 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
hear the Senator with pleasure. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The point I make is this: 
A motion 1s made to refer the resolutions of the 
Senators from Kentucky and Tennessee to a com- 
mittee. For this committee the Senator from 
Missouri offers certain instructions, which in- 
structions bring up California in every possible 
phase. 

Mr. KING, (in his seat.) You are wrong in 


li that. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. No, sir. The Senator from 
| Missouri offers instructions, and the Senator from 

Kentucky moves a substitute forthem. And now 
| lam told by the Senator from Kentucky that I can 
| only discuss his substitute. I insist that | havea 
right to discuss the amendment itself, as well as 
the amendment to the amendment, and indeed to 


| could not discuss one without discussing the 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair was 
Chair was necessarily called upon to decide. It 
| amendment of the Senator from Missouri, which 
was proposed by the Senator from Kentucky, de- 
in their character. The Chair thinks that both 


other, because they present the entire eubject for 
discussion. That is the point. 

| about to state, in regard to this point of order, 

that it was one made by a Senator, and which the 

| was not an interposition on the part of the Chair. 

The question under discussion was first the 

was to except from the authority of the commit- 

To that an amendment 

claring that certain propositions were not to be 

They were therefore both negative 

) the amendment submitted by the Senator from 

Missouri, and the proposition to amend by stri- 


{ 


| 


} ' 





Mr. DOUGLAS. I was stating that | thought 
it right to discuss the admission of California sep- 
arately and jointly, to see the propriety of con- 
necting them together. That has been done by 
each speaker who has spoken during the entire 
pendency of this resolution, and | supposed it was 
not necessary to ask permission to reply to what 
had been said. But, as there seems to be an in- 


| disposition to grant it, 1 will not trouble the Sen- 











ate, and will withdraw the appeal. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The appeal from 
the decision of the Chair is withdrawn, and the 
question turns on the amendment of the Senator 
from Kentucky. 

Mr. MILLER. I wish to make a suggestion 
in regard to the amendment of the Senator from 
Kentucky. It appears to me to be out of order, 
and not coming within the rules of the Senate. 
The Senator from Missouri proposes to amend the 
original resolution by the adoption of certain in- 
structions to the committee proposed to be raised. 
The Senator from Kentucky moves to amend that 
amendment by striking it out, and to declare in 
substance that no instructions shall be given tothe 
committee. So that the amendment not only 
strikes out the amendment proposed by the Sena- 
tor from Missouri, but if adopted, it declares thet 
no further instructions on any other point shall be 
given to the committee. Now, ean that be done! 
If it can, t mistake the rule in regard to a bil. 
Suppose this amendment is offered to a bill, anda 
Senator moves to strike out all of the amendment 
and to substitute in lieu thereof a declaration that 
no further amendment shall be made to the bill: 
can that be done? The amendment goes further 
than the amendment offered by the Senator from 
Missouri, for it not only strikes out his ament: 
ment, but declares that no further instructions 
shall be given on any other point. Now, by the 
rules of the Senate, when a resolution or bill 
under consideration, it may be amended at aty 
time, and we cannot declare by an amendmen 
that no further amendment shall be made to tt 
bill. Neither can we declare that no other ° 
further instructions shall be made to a committee 
We can strike out these instructions, but we ¢” 
not by an amendment declare that there shall be "” 
other amendment. ; 

Mr. CLAY. Of all unprofitable subjects, the* 
questions of posnwestnry law and usage are tht 

a 


most.so. I have had, sir, in another branch © 
this sub 
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But, sir, what is the objection which the || motion, it would leave the matter just where it ] 
Spnator from New Jersey makes upen the ground | 


1 


Missouri proposes to affirm certain instructions | 


which | propese to negative. Now, are we not at 
jiberty to vote In the negative upon those instruc¢ 
ions? Well, if we have a right to vote against 
them, have we nota right to put that negative in 
the form of an amendment and vote for it? But I 
will state. a ease which every man of three days’ 
service ina deliberative body understands perfectly 
well. A report is made by a special committee—for 
example, onactaim. It concludes, ‘resolved, there- 
fore, that the claim ought not to beallowed.’’ Now, 
is anything more common in a legislative body 


than to strike out the words “ought not to’’ and to |, 
insert the words *¢ should be?”? Kvery man atall |) decision of the Chair. 
acquainted with parliamentary laws knows that if || 


a new subject is proposed—one which has no con- 
yection with the one under consideration—it is not 
i, order. But whether they are substitutes for the 
amendment or propositions to amend it, they are 
precisely the same. They relate to instructions to 
the committee. ‘The amendment of the Senator 
{rom Missouri proposes to give such and such in- 
struction to the committee. My amendment says 
that the Senate will give none, and it is perfectly 
vermane to the subject, and perfectly consistent 
with all parliamentary law that I have ever heard 
of in any deliberative body. 

Mr. MILLER. Ldo not make.this point of 
order in any captious spirit, and the Senator from 
Kentucky has not understood the point I make. 
| do not object to this motion that it is a negative 
of the proposition made by the Senator from Mis- 
souri. The Senator is perfectly correct there, but 
hisamendment goes further, and cuts off all further 
instructions that the Senate may think proper to 
give to the committee. That is the point, sir. 

Mr. CLAY. . That.is the design of the amend- 
ment, and | ask of the Senator from New Jersey, 
who I am glad has given up half of his objec- 
tion—— 

Mr. MILLER. I have not given it up, for I 
never made that to which the Senator refers. 

Mr. CLAY. I understood the. Senator from 
New Jersey to object, first, that my proposition 
was a negative to affirmative instructions. Now 
i understand him to say, his objection is not that 
it comprehends all that was offered by the Senator 
from Missouri, but that it laps a little over; that, 


in other words, it declares we will give no instruc-: 


tions to the committee. And has not the Senate 
the right to do that—to say that it will give no 
such instructions? And has it nota right either 
through the medium of an amendment, or,in any 
other form? . There cannot be a doubt on the 
subject. 

Mr. MILLER. That is the very point I wish 
to raise before the Senate—whether the Senate, by 
an amendment to a bill or resolution, can declare 
that it will not give any instructions to a com- 
mittee? 

Mr. BENTON, (in his seat.) That’s it, sir. 

Mr. MILLER... That is the question. Can a 
Senator, when an amendment is offered to a bill, 
move to strike out the amendment, and declare 
subsequently that no amendment ehall be offered 
to the bill? Can you, im a resolution where an 
amendment is offered to instruct, strike out these 
instructions, and declare that no other shall be 
given? Why, we have on the table several other 
instructions offered by the Senator from Missouri, 
and are they to be cat off? 

Mr. FOOTE, (in his seat.) They have not yet 
been offered, but merely suggested. 

_ Mr. MILLER. & may think proper to offer 
instructions, or other Senators may so intend, and 
itcannot be done if this amendment is adopted. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
consider the point of order as raised. 

Mr. KING. IL hope the Chair will decide it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair is of 
opinion that the objection is not well taken. The 
amendment, which proposes to restrict the action 
of the committee, is moved to be stricken out b 
another amendment. That is clearly in order. 

‘ then proposed to substitute, in lieu thereof, the 
Sary to express in advance any opinion, or give 
any instruction, either general or specific, for the 
guidance of said committee. The utmost thatcan 
be said of the amendment is, that it decides noth- 
mg. And, if it expressed nothing but the mere 


| 
Mr. BENTON. This, whichis called anamend- | to vote them down when presented. That is the 
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ber here a parliamentary right to offer amendments 
on the spot, regardiess of what the Senate has de- 
Sidogppon! The attempt is impotent. We have 
a right to offer instructions after instructions, and 
| when offered, the only way for the Senate to do, 
if it will not adopt them, is to refuse them; that is, 


was left before the amendment was proposed. || 
Therefore, though it may be a consideration to 
induce a Senator to vote against it, it is not a 
question upon which to raise a point of order as 
to its reception. 


ment, and which strikes me es being nothing but | only way—the only sensible method. 
a rule of action, which the Senate is called upon 
to adopt for itself, was objected to by me as being 
unparliamentary at the time it was offered, but | 
was so unfortunate as not to make the point of my 
objection intelligible. 


If the Sen- 
ate adopts this resolution, that it will not give any 
| instractions, they cannot get rid of the question. 
We have the right, every one of us, while we re- 
, main Senators, to offer our propositions for instruc- 
tion. And I presume there will be enough to offer 


; : || those instructions, and test their parliamentary 
lf the Senator intends to discuss | 


the question of order, he must appeal from the 


I will endeavor to do so 
| now, and jet. it be seen that here is 
| .Mr. KING. 





right to do so; and Senators will be brought to the 

oint on each instruction for itself, while there 
is enough to call the yeas and nays to vote on each 
for itself. All this must be apparent. And now, 
sir, why persevere in endeavoring to get a decla- 
rauion from the Senate which is to cut off a parlia- 
mentary proceeding, when you cannot doit? It 
| will end in impotency; of that gentlemen may rest 
assured. It is the first time that ever such a thing 
was attempted in the American Senate. It is cut- 
ting us off from deliberation. It is cutting us off 
from our right of instruction, and it is forestalling 
debate. Itisan assumption the like of which never 
| before was known in this body. 

Now, sir, this great committee—we have had 
their names in the newspapers, though they have 
| not yet been elected by the Senate. Grant that 
they have all the wisdom of the Senate, and will 
|, carry itout with them; yet the Senate is not to 
, declare upon this proceeding that it could give 
them no instruction. They are not to adopt a 
, resolution which admits that the Senate cannot 
|, enlighten them atall. It is not for the Senate to 
| Say that they would sit here in Egyptian dark- 


In the absence of any such 
appeal, the decision is binding upon the Senate, 
, and every Senator is bound to acquiesce in it. 
| The Senator from Missouri, therefore, if he is dis- 
satisfied with the decision, must take an appeal 
| before he can discuss the point of order. 

Mr. BENTON. | What | say is for the Senate, | 
and nut by way of appeal. 

The vick PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 


appeal ? i 
Or. BENTON. I am speaking merely to the || 
Senate, and not by way ofappeal. | am speaking 
on the proposition submitted by the Senator from 
| Kentucky, and | mean to give my reasons—very | 
| poor ones to be sure—why it should not be adopt- 
| ed. I take that to be in order. 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. Yes, sir. 
| Mr. BENTON. Well, | have learned some- 
| thing. If I cannot teach, I can be taught. Yes, 
| sir, hereis a proposition, which is called an amend- 
| ment, that the Senate does not deem it necessary 
| to express in advance any opinion, or give any 
| instructions, either general or specific, for the guid- || ness, until the committee comes in and illuminates 
| ance of said committee. - Now, here is a declara- | the Chamber. And now, if it should be the fact 
tion, very proper perhaps to be adopted in a cau- | that everything is ready, that the report is ready, 
cus, but not belonging to the Senate atall,by which | and that the committee have nothing to do in the 
| the Senator asks that the Senate shall cut itself off |, world after it goes out, but tocome back again— 
from its parliamentary rights, of offering amend- || like the French king who marched up the hill and 
ments to bills and resolutions while going through | down again—if such should be the case, would it 
| the body. ‘All this might doin caucus, but it will |, not better become the American Senate that it 
not do in the Senate. The Senate does not deem |; should be produced, and let us have the illumina- 
it necessary (why not deem it necessary /) to give | tion from it at once? Would it not be better to 
any instructions atall on any subject to the commit- || produce the report at once, and act on this bill for 
tee It is a committee, as is frequently proclaimed || the admission of California as it came along? 
—though its appointment is not yet entered on the || Sir, the going out of that committee from this 
| Journal—composed of distinguished and leading || Chamber might excite alarm throughout the coun- 
_men, and it may be that they have all the wisdom | try. What do we suppose if we see a physician 
| of the Senate in their hands, and that when they | hastening to a house? Why, that somebody is 
go out nothing will be left behind, and all the | sick there; but we are not yet alarmed. But if 
rest of the Senate put together can give them || we see two doctors going there, we suppose the 
no information. _ All this may be so, but it is the , case is a difficult one; and if we see four, five, six, 
first time that the American Senate was ever called | or seven doctors collecting at the house, we con- 
upon to make such a declaration. It is notto do | clude immediately that somebody is dying at that 
itin advance. Why not do itin advance? Has | house. Now, sir, if this great number of politi- 
not the Senate been in the practice of giving in- | cal doctors are to sit on the body of the Republic, 
| structions to committees, from the foundation of |; what will the country suppose but that the poor 
the Government to the present day? Is it not done |, Republic is at the last gasp, and that it takes thir- 
in regard to all committees, whenever Senators 


} 
| teen doctors to sit upon the case and save the pa- 
choose? And was it ever proposed before to tie |, tient. Sir, itis to alarm the country. [ tell you, 


| up the hands of the Senate by a previous declara- |; from this poontennne there must be an alarm, or 

tion that they will not give opinions in advance? || there must bea laugh. One or the other there must 
| They may give them afterwards, and may agree ,| be. From the sublime to the ridiculous is only 
| to what may be done, but beforehand the body of || one step; and what in this case must have con- 
| the Senate 1s to do nothing. It is not to give any |, vulsed the country in the beginning, has now got 
| instructions, either general or specific, for the guid- || where a step would cover it with ridicule. Sir, 


| ance of the said committee! Sir, the objection is well |, suppose this committee goes out and comes back 
|, with a report, aad suppose it is nothing more 
| 
| 


| taken by the Senator from New Jersey that this 
| goes beyond the amendment which | have offered, || nor less than to convert this Senate into the old 
| and which is before the Senate. It goes beyond || blacksmith shop at Gretna Green, and making 
| what is before the Senate, and declares at once that, i) them join parties together, whether God ever 
| no matter what amendments any Senator may have || sanctioned it or not; suppose the committee 
in his bosom, no matter what may be offered, the || comes back with a report cut and dried for the 
Senate will not considerthem. This, sir, isa new || purpose of joining to California four or five 
| declaration to be made in the American Senate, || measuses which the Senate and the House have 
| and one of those which, if it pass, will pass after || been talking of for four or five months past; 
| going through such parliamentary forms as will || suppose they bring back nothing but what is 
| mark it as an epoch in our parliamentary history. | already prepared, and which is upon all our 


| Sir, it is a new method of applying the previous | tables, in what position will this great commit- 
| question—a queation never applied in this body. | tee be? We have read of the mountain that 
It is a new method of applying the gag—a thing | was in labor, and that was delivered of a mouse. 


t || never done in this body. It is a new way of stul- || But it was at least a live mouse, for the fable 


; || tifying the whole body of Senators, except those || says it ran. But here it seems that gentlemen 
eclaration that the Senate do not deem it neces- || 


who go outon the committee. Sir, all this isnew; || are to bring out something that has been lying 
| and is it not as impotent as it is new? Suppose it | on our tables so long that it is dead—a combina- 
| is adopted... Suppose the Senate resolve itself into || tion of measures which have been so long born 
what seems to me to be nothing more than a cav- || that they are ly g helpless in their cradles. _ Sir, 
eus and adopt this resolution. Whatnext? The || there isno me 

moment they have adopted it, has not every mem- I 


in 
iu 





m., The country, if not alatmed, 
must laugh. But | am against making what is 
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equivalent to a proclamation declaring the country 
in danger. The sending out of such a committee as 
this is precisely equivalent to the Senate’s king 
a proclamation in solemn form that the Republic 
js in danger, and then almost giving the dictatorial 
power of seeing the Republic sustained to a com- 
mittee, Iam against making this proclamation. 
I do not believe the Republic is in danger to-day. 
1 believe there has been some danger. But that 
danger has passed by; and to be providing a 
remedy now, would be the providing of a remedy 
for what has past. Ido not hold that the country 
is in danger now, and I do not think that we ought 
to undertake to alarm the country by the solemn 
form of setting thirteen physicians to consult over 
the critical and dying condition of the State, and 
to come in with a nostrum to save her. Why, 
sir, it will be a very ludicrous thing if this com- 
mittee shall come in with our old nostrum. If 
they should come in with a scheme to join all these 
bills together, it will put us ina ludicrous position, 
and one in which we ought not to be placed. If 
gentlemen wish to unite other measures with Cali- 
fornia, let them take up the California bill, and 


then offer those propositions, and the opinion of | 


the Senate can be taken upon them, as the Senator 
from Kentucky intimated some days ago, when I 
complimented him upon proceeding in such a 
manly and parliamentary manner. That is the 
right way todo. Now, sir, this thing which is 
called an amendment, but which is nothing but 
a declaration, an independent resolve—such a 
one as would be perfectly proper to be adopted in 
a caucus, but which cannot be adodted in the 
Senate—this independent resolve, that we will give 
no instructions of any kind whatsoever to guide the 
committee, why, sir, althongh the Senate may 
vote it, they cannot prévent us from undertaking 
to give instructions to guide the committee; and, 
although in point of fact no one of us may be able 
to suggest an instruction that could guide this great 
committee, yet, in the parliamentary sense we can— 
under the parlianientary law, we have a right to 
offer instructions to guide the committee. And 
who is it, Mr. President, that makes this motion 
that the committee shall notbe guided? I hope no 
one of the thirteen who are to be on that committee 
undertakes to maintain this resolution; for, sir, 
although it may be true, true.as gospel that they 
are superior to the rest of the Senate, and that we 
cannot guide them at all, yet they should not tell 
us so, It is we who should disqualify ourselves, 
and no one of that thirteen, in my opinion, should 
vote. Delicacy, reserve, decorum, should make 
them stand off, and refuse to vote for a resolution 
which would stultify all the other members of the 


body. They should leave it to ourselves to stultify | 


ourselves, 

I have taken up more time than I intended on 
this preliminary point. 1 consider it wholly nu- 
gatory, that, after what is called an amendment, 
bat is nothing but a resolve to govern the action of 


the Senate shall be voted upon and adopted—as it | 


may be, though I think, if the thirteen gentlemen 
who are to composé the committee will abstain 
from voting, it will not be adopted; and really, 
delicacy, | think, should forbid them to vote—af- 


TEE CORGE 


'| listen to the honorable Senator on the other side of }| 


their rights. And the Senate has its rights. Now, 
sir, L put it to the Senate and the country, what 
has been the progress of this matter? ‘The Sena- 
tor from Missouri proposes an amendment em- 
bracing four propositions, and, as a sort of menace, 
I suppose, he shells out eight or ten others, and 
speaks of his having others yet in reserve. Well, 
my dear sir—Mr. President, | mean—has not this 
body a right to protect itself? Has not the ma- 
jority of this Senate a right to say whether they 
will or will not create a committee without any 
instructions? The resolution will be adopted. ‘The 
Senator offers his set of amendments—for the pur- 
pose I will not say, because I have no right to go 
into the intention of the Senator—but the effect of 
them would be delay, procrastination, embarrass- 
ment; and that effect 1s attempted, or will be at- 
tempted to be produced against these distinct and 
emphatic expressions of the opinion of the major- 
ity of this body. The question, then, comes to 
this—whether the Senate shall or shall not have 
the power—I speak always of the majority of the 
Senate—to act? I say, sir, itought to have it; and 
I care not by what name you call it. The pre- 
vious question!—ah, sir, not many years will 
elapse before you will find the indispensable neces- 
sity of this valuable mode of terminating a use- 
less and unnecessary debate in this house. In my 
reflections upon the past, in respect to my parlia- 
mentary career—my congressional career—I look 
back to none with more satisfaction than the in- 
troduction of that previous question in the other 
wing of this building. But, sir, it seems that all 
at once there has been some extraordinary viola- 
tion of the rights of the Senator; and what is it? 
That we create a committee without giving that 
committee any instruciions—a thing which hap- 
pens every day, and sometimes two or three times 
a day, either to a special or standing committee— 
every day of the session, either in this house or in 
the other. 

Now, sir, is it not known thatif you refer a 
subject to a committee, you must, to some extent, 
confide in that committee; leave it untrammelled, 
unshackled, to the exercise of its best judgment? 
for, at last, when it does anything, it is reported 
back to you, subject to your decision, to your 
power, to your control. Sir, what was done with 
the committee proposed in the case of the very 
State which the Senator represents, appointed in 
the other House in the year 1822? Were any in- 
structions given to that committee? 


attempted un that occasion? And afterwards, in 


relation to the constitution of the committee, that | 


happened which had never hapoened before, and 
which, perhaps, will not happen again for many 
years. When | proposed in the House of Rep- 
resentatives the consutution of a joint committee 
to consist of twenty-three on the part of the 


| House, and a suitable number en the part of. the 
| Senate, to consider the question of California—of 


Missouri, lmean. Why, sir, it is not at all ex- 


| traordinary that [ speak of California; for if we 


the house, there are no United States—California 


ter all that is done, [ say itis nugatory; for we |! 
shall undertake to exercise our parliamentary right | 


of offering instructions; and we think that some 
of us have been here just about long enough to 
know how to do it, and to get a vote upon every 
instruction, in some form or other, that lies upon 
the table, and upon every instruction that may 
hereafter be offered. 

Mr. CLAY. lam very sorry, Mr. President, 
for this unnecessary consumption of the time of the 
Senate; but there are two or three remarks which 
the honorable Senator from Missouri has made, 
which seem to me to require some notice. The hon- 
orable Senator has spoken ofa caucus, and intimated 
that there has been one. On what authority does 
the Senator make such an assertion? I now pro- 
nounce it a mistake—an absolute and entire mis- 


although, God knows, | would attend a caucus of 
any and everybody, to settle this most unhappy 
question, which is now distracting the country; 
and I would attend it without any feeling of re- 
proach, from whatever quarter it might be ventured 
to be hurled. The honorable Senator speaks of his 
rights. Yes, sir; and other Senators have their 
rights also; and other Senators are just as well 


has absorbed everything. (Laughter.} When! 


proposed a joint committee of twenty-three on the | 
part of the House, and a suitable number on the | 


part of the Senate, was there any motion in the 
other body to instruct, to manacie, to chain down 
that committee? No, sir, they were left free as 
air, to explore through the whole region of pa- 


triotic intellect for the purpose of devising a mode | 
by which that unhappy question should be settled. | 


Sir, what is proposed? The honorable Senator 
has several times talked and presented, in his 


witty and humorous manner, the figure of a horse | 
borne down by a grievous weight cast upon its | 
Why, sir, the Senator knows perfectly | 
well that the whole amount of what is intended | 


back. 


by anybody, is to connect and combine together 


| the government of territories acquired in common, 


| and to establish for these terrttories a suitable form 
take. There has been no caucus, that | know of; || 


of government adapted to their respective situa- | 


'| tions. 


_ There is another portion of this body and of Con- | 


And, sir, what is the condition of the case? 
Let us look at the facts, There is a certain por- 
tion of this body that is for California. Give us 


California, California, and nothing but California. | 


| gress that says, we are willing to give you Califor- 


nia, but we want something more than California; || 


prepared as the Senator from Missour1 is, to assert || we want to establish governments for a people 
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z Not one. | 
Was any embarrassing mode of procrastination | 
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thrown by the vicissitudes of war and of 
events under our care. And, to my utt 
prise, | have heard Senators upon thi co 
oad 1s fh 
press the opinion that we should leave ail N 
Mexico and all Utah—New Mexico with eons 
‘lation of one hundred thousand, and a welling 
yes, | have heard Whigs, Whigs ex same 
opinion that we should leave the military a 
/ment which is in operation in New ee 
/ continue; Whigs who denounced the existence 2 
the military government established under the y 
thority of the late Administration during a ri md 
of war; and yet now, ina state of profound ane 
it is proposed to pass California, pass Califyes *, 
pass California, and leave New Mexico and User 
to take care of themselves. Sir, it is contrary . 
every obligation of duty resulting from the a 
_ resulting from the constitution, resulting from the 
position and character which we hold as Americ ; 
statesmen and legislators; and as soon aa 
New Mexico and Utah without governmen 
all others the portions of that country the m 
_ want of governments—I would, as a father, 
tarn out my son at the age of fifteen jy 
streets of a corrupt city, and say to him 
my boy, take care of yourself until you aret 
one, and then come back to me, and I wi! 
| what honorable vocation in life to select.” 
is our duty, our bounden, our solemn duty, t 
_make at least an attempt to establish governmenss 
for Utah and New Mexico; and if we cannot doit 
after making the effort, we shall stand reproachless 
| for not having done it. If we cannot do it, it will 
be the result of differences of opinion unfortunately 
existing amongst us, which will prevent its beiy, 
done. The error of those Senators who talk oj 
leaving Utah and New Mexico to their fate, js 
exactly this: they begin where they ought to end, 
| Begin to discharge your duty; try to make gover. 
| ments for these territories, and if you fail to do it, 
you will stand unreproached in the eyes of God 
and man in having made the effort to discharve 
your duty. : 

I have said that one portion of Congress wants 
California, and nothing but California; another 
portion, whilst for bringing in California, says, |e; 
us settle this distracting question; let us establish 
territorial governments without the proviso, and 
connect them with California. And why should 
not we do it? I have heard the * dignity of Cal- 
ifornia’”’ alluded to, as if all the gold and dignity 
of the nation had sought refage and sought an 
asylum on the shores of the Pacific. I have been 
| utterly unable to comprehend this derogation from 
| the dignity of California. Sir, I go for both meas- 
ures; both ought to be carried; both, in my opin- 
ion, ought to be associated together; and | do not 
see the slightest evidence of disrespect to Califor- 
nia or to anybody else in doing it. 

Sir, I framed this resolution deliberately, and | 
framed it for the purpose of getting rid of the wi- 
necessary instructions which the Senator from 
Missouri has proposed, and to dispose of any 
| other instructions which his ingenutty—and no 
man possesses a greater amount of it than he 
| does—might suggest to be brought before this 
body. Let my amendment be adopted, and let the 
Senator offer his other instructions, from one \ 
ninety-nine, if he pleases, and we will see whether 
the question of order will not silence them all. 

Mr. BENTON. Mr. President, the State of 
California is not here, and unless somebody stan¢s 
up for her, it seems likely that she will go to the 
wall; for she not only gets hard knocks, but sie 
gets also what is called thumps. She is spoken 0! 
to-day as absorbing the whole United States. °° 
far as I can see, she only wants to get in amon; 
the United States—to be one of thirty-one, and 
be the last of the thirty-one. That is all [can se 
in her wants. But the Senator from Kentucky 0 
_ only presents California in this aspect, but he pr 
“sented her some days ago in an attitude whic! 
| did not then remark upon, and which | show 
‘| not do now, but for the manner in which he bs 
brought her up to-day. It was said by the Sent 
|| tor from Kentucky the other day that Califor 
| 
| 
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if, and in that Constitution she has left out 
aery in every form, and the proposition now to 
a her with the fugitive slave bill 
Me. CLAY. Will the Senator allow me to say 

; is no such proposition? 
ti ENTON. The Senator from Kentucky, 
xis due to him to say, has in his speeches dis- 
eigimed it; but the Senator from Kentucky, emi- 
nent as he is, and leading as he is, is not the record, 
The motion Is to refer two sets of resolutions. 
Que is the honorable Senator's own set of resolu- 
ions, and the other that of the Senator from Ten- 
nessee, (Mr. Bet,]} and those two sets of resolu- 
tions do include the subject of runaway negroes, 
and the original motion now pending will carry 
with it all these subjects, Here is a proposition, 
then, to unite California with a subject of which 
she has washed her hands, and which has already 





delayed her, is now delaying, must continue to | 


Jelay her, and may in the end lead to her rejec- | 


(on. - . ‘ ei p 
question. There is nothing in her constitution | 


avout slavery, because she did not wish to have it 
impede her admission into the Union; but if the 
erritorial measures are to be added, and those | 
measures are to have the question of slavery mixed | 
up with them, then we shall have a question 
brought up by which the whole admission of Cali- 
fornia, after being delayed for such a length of 
time, may be lost in disagreement between the two 
Houses. Sir, I cannot be driven off the track by 
hearing it urged that there is nothing in this pro- 
ceeding injurious or derogatory to California. In 
my opinion it is both injurious and derogatory; 
injurious already in the delay it has created, dan- 
cerous in the conjunction which it may make of 
questions which may result in a disagreement be- 
tween the two Houses, and by which she may be 
lost. We all remember the Oregon bill, and the 
contest between the two Houses on that bill. 

The honorable Senator from Kentucky says 
that it may become necessary to introduce the pre- 
rious question here. Whenever the Senate by re- 
solve shall introduce the previous question here, 
though I shall struggle against the adoption of it, 
as| have done heretofore, to the utmost—for I go 
for full debate in this Chamber—yet, whenever the 
Senate adopts the previous question, | shall sub- 
mit to it; but until the Senate adopts it, | will re- 
sist its unauthorized and disguised execution upon 
this body. Sir, we now have it admitted that 
here is the previous question, ina different form 
from that which is known to the parliamentary 
law; that here is the previous question, intended to 
cut off all amendments; everything in the world 
which the previous question contains, except the 
form and except the rule of the house which leads 
toit. It is now a bastard rule, surreptitiously in- 
troduced and attempted to be forced upon us by a 
declaration that the Senate will not pass upon any 
amendment, It is the previous question, sir, and 
itis most revolting, and if it were anybody else | 
than the eminent Senator from Kentucky who had 
proposed it, 1 should say that it was a most un- | 
parliamentary motion. 

But, Mr. President, this committee is to go out 
for compromise. Now, what is a compromise, 
and how long are such things kept?) What was 


Senator from Kentuck 
was it inviolable? 1 offered a set of resolutions 
which I deemed good ones; the Senator from Ken- 
lucky got up and moved to have them amended 
by substituting another set. I did not think his 
equal to my own at all, but in a spirit of com- 
promise, and as a compromise, I accepted them, 
and did what a compromiser ought to do, imme- 


diately giveup his own. And yet, what is the state | 


ofthe case to-day? I thought then that the Senator 
from Kentucky was going to vote for his own 
amendment; I thought he was going to accept the 


sit, he flies from that amendment, he does not 
stand to it; he objects to the whole of his own 
amendment, which I accepted the other evening in 


& spirit so conciliatory that itought to have brought | 


us allto harmonious conciliation. Now, sir, we ave 
going to have another compromise, a plan of com- 
Promise with this experience of compromising 

fore our eyes. 1 have no great faith in compro- 
mises atany time. There are compromises in the 

onstitution; they are fundamental, they are per- 
manent, they are obligatory; we are sworn to ob- 
Serve them, and these compromises I wish reli- 
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She will have nothing to do with the slavery || 


| giously to keep. But as for these, which seem to 


| me like the compromises of lovers, made one even- |, 


| ing to be broken the next morning—as for these 
| compromises which I have referred to, really after 
| this experience—this, | would say, flagrant expe- 
_ rience, in the face of the Senate, between myself 
, and the Senator from Kentucky—lI do think that 
| the idea of bringing a compromise into this body 
ought to be abandoned altogether. 

| Mc. President, we ask the yeas and nays upon 
| this motion; and if the Senator’s resolution—for I’ 
_ can call it nothing buta resolution—for the guidance 
and conduct of the Senate shall be adopted, we 
shall immediately undertake to test it, and to see 
' whether the rules in your book are notin force 
which allow Senators to offer instructions; and we 
are entitled to a vote upon this resolution, and 
which cannot be laid on the table without carrying 
the whole subject with it. 

The yeas and nays having been ordered on the 
amendment of the Senstor from Kentuck y— 

Mr. DOUGLAS said: I feel inclined to vote for 
the amendment of the Senator from Kentucky, and 
I will very briefly give my reasons for that vote. 
My object in resisting the appointment of the 
select committee was to get at the practical ques- 
tion of the admission of California into the Union. 
A majority of the Senate has on three different 
occasions, by the yeas and nays, declared that the 
Senate is in favor of the appointment of a com- 
; mittee. We are authorized to infer from these 

three test votes, that that majority is determined to 
appoint this committee. Sir, if they are determined 


committee. I hold that, if 1 occupy the position 
of making factious opposition to the majority of 
this body, I give a license to a factious opposition 
from the other side, in the manner that has been 
threatened, in order to keep California out of the 
Union. 1 will do no act, here or elsewhere, that 
shall be a precedent, that shall be a license to an 
opposition under the rules of the body, but which 
can only have the effect to occasion delay by 
thwarting the majority. [ will sanction no cuurse 
of proceedings which may give that license when 
California shall be put upon her passage. For 
this reason, | feel disposed to vote for the amend- 
_ment offered by the Senator from Kentucky, and 
/on the ground avowed by him; that is, to cut off 
all amendments and let this matter go to a com- 
mittee, if there is a majority to send it there, for 
them to act according to their discretion. W tien 
they come to report, there will be a vote taken on 
the proposition as a whole, if it shall be one, 
| or upon their several propositions, if there shall 
be more than one. ‘hose who think it wise to 
separate the measures will have an opportunity 
| then of testing that course, by the yeas and nays, 
in this body, and they will then have an oppor- 
tunity of recording their own opinions upon the 
record. 1 deprecate this course. I would prefer 
the consideration of the California State bill at 
once, and let the motion to unite be made here in 
the Senate; but, if I cannot have my own way, l| 
will not delay the Senate by preventing the ma- 
jority from having theirs. I shall vote to cut off 
all these amendments, in order that the committee 


|| may be appointed at once, if it is to be appointed 
the validity of the compromise made between the | 
and myself—how long | 


atall. And, sir, the remarks of the Senator from 
Missouri have relieved my doubt upon this point, 


|| when he informed us that there was reason to sup- 


pose that this matter was all cut and dried, and 

arranged; that the committee had been formed, that 
| the measures had been agreed upon, that the 
| whole matter had been arranged, and that it is but 
a farce to go out, and bring in the verdict. If that 
be true, it will take but a very short time to get 
through with the farce, and 1 would rather laugh 


| at the farce than wrangle and quarrel, and make it 
|| a traged 
| by the 

compromise which he had made; and yet to-day, _ 


instead of a farce. ‘The objection urged 
nator from Missouri has convinced me 
| upon this point—that we had better submit to the 
|| farce, allow them to go out, and to come in. This 
|| is not my opinion, but | have come to this conclu- 
sion simply in order to save time, and to get at 
the practical question. I see no use in prolonging 
|| this controversy, against the express will of the 
| majority of theSenate. I speak for myself, and 
| for no one else. | felt it due to myseif to ex- 
press my own opinion, in order to put myself 
| before the country in the light in which | wish to 
'| stand before my own constituents. 

|| Mr. HALE. I find out, on going to the Clerk’s 
\| table, that, whilst we are grafung amendment on 


upon it, they have a right to the appointment of a | 
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| amendment, the original motion on which all these 
amendments hang has not been reduced to writing. 
| I wish to suggest to the Senator from Mississippi 
| whether it would not be bettér to reduce his moulon 


to writing, that we may know specifically on what 
we are to vote? 


| Mr. FOOTE. 
| ting. 

Mr. HALE. I understand from the Secretary 
that it is not in writing. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Lam glad to hear it; that ex- 
plains why I was not in order, [Laughter.]} 

Mr. FOOTE. I presume that it is wholy un- 
necessary that | should write it again; the motion 
is thoroughly understood by the Senate, 

Mr. CLAY. The motion is simply to refer the 
recolutions offered by the Senator from Tennessee 
/and myself, 

Mr. MANGUM. The resolution will be found 
/ on the table in writing, and modified by striking 

out words, 

| The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair under- 
| Stands that it is simply a motion to refer the reso- 
lutions of the Senators from Tennessee and Ken- 
tucky. It is not in writing, except upon the 
Journals. 

Mr. WEBSTER. I merely wish to suggest, 
sir, what I conceive to be an irregularity in the 
motion of the honorable Senator from Kentucky, 
| (though he is as competent to judge of the order or 
| irregularity of a proceeding as any gentleman in 
| the country.) I care not, sir, how this motion to 
raise a committee be decided. I have no interest 
in it, because | am inclined to think that no great 
benefit can now be derived from it; but | must say 
that I do not think that the motion of the honora- 
ble member from Kentucky is in order. I do not 
think that itis a motion that can be received and 
entertained by the Chair; because | think it is the 
| direct reversal of one of the standing rules of the 
| Senate. Any proposition may be made 
| Mr. FOOTE. The honorable Senator from 
| Massachusetts, I know, is not aware that this is 

res judicata. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
from Mississippi rise to a point of order? 
Mr. FOOTE. Ido, sir. I know that the Sen- 
| ator from Massachusetts was notin the house at 
the time, and lam sure he would not pursue the 
| present course of discussion if he knew that this 
| point had been decided by the Chair already. 
Mr. WEBSTER. I did not so understand it. 
Mr. FOOTE, ‘The point of order was raised, 
| and the Chair decided that the motion was in order. 
Mr. WEBSTER. [I suppose, if the amendment 
is in order, | may give my reasons for voting for 
| it or against it; if it is not in order, I shall not say 
anything about it, The rule of the Senate is, that 
the proposition under consideration may be amend- 
ed. Now, suppose that this were a bill, could it 
| contain a proposition that it should not be subject 
to amendment? Or could any gentleman move, as 
| an amendment to it, that this bill shall be carried 
through the Senate without any proposition to 
amend? I agprehend that he could not; and I 
submit to the honorable member from Kentucky 
whether his motion is strictly in order? Lf I un- 
derstand his resolution, it expresses the opinion 
| that we ought tu go clear of all propositions to 
amend. Is that the sentiment that will be ex- 
pressed in the amendment if we adopt it? 

Mr. CLAY. I do not wish to interrupt the 
Senator, but here is a proposition to raise a com- 
| mittee of thirteen, and te refer to that committee 
of thirteen certain subjects. Very well. The Sen- 
ator from Missouri proposes to do what? To 
impose certain restrictions upon that committee. 
Well, what is my proposition? The negative of 
his, accompanied by a declaration that we do not 
wish to give any instructions to the committee, 
and especially not those propesed by the Senator 
from Missouri. We have the right to vote these 
amendments down one by one: my proposition 
‘amounts to the same thing. The original motion 
| is to raise a committee and refer certain subjects 
| to it. The amendment is, to restrict that commit- 

tee. My proposition is, that we will not adopt the 


I certainly did reduce it to wri- 
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restrictions proposed, or any other, but leave the 
committee free and untrammelled. 

Mr. WEBSTER called for the reading of Mr. 
ich was read accordingly. 
| Mr. WEBSTER. The Senator from Kentucky 
| will excuse me if | doubt the propriety of his 
| motion. I suppose it will not be in order, if this 


Curay’s amendment; 








resolution is passed, to have any further amend- 
ments. 1 very much doubt whether such a mo- 
tion should be received by the Chair. I doubt 
whether it is not a question for the Senate to decide 
whether any amendments that may be proposed 
shall be adopted. It is my opinion that it is. 
Mr. HALE. I want to suggest in this con- | 
nection that if the Senate adopts the amendment 
of the honorable Senator from Kentucky, it will 
not, in my humble judgment, attain the object 
which the honorable Senator proposes, because it 
does not say that the Senate will not give any in- | 
structions; it does not say that no instructions 
shall be given or moved, but is simply the ex- 
pression of an abstract opinion that the Senate 
does not deem it absolutely necessary now, at this 
particular time, to affix to the resolution any in- | 
structions, The resolution is not imperative; it | 
simply expresses an opinion that the Senate does 
not deem i necessary at this time to give any in- 
structions; but the Senate may be of a different 
opinion hereafter, and therefore the resolution of || 
the Senator from Kentucky, if passed, will be en- 
tirely nugatory. Itis not a precept; it is not a 
rule; it ig not an order of the Senate that there 
shall be no instructions, but it is simply an ex- || 
pression of opinion that the Senate does not ex- | 
actly think just now that it is worth while to give 
any instructions, either general or specific, for the || 
guidance of the committee. Now, would the ex- || 
pression of this opinion by the Senate cut off the 
privilege of any member hereafter to offer an in- 
struction? It seems to my unsophisticated intel- | 
ject that the resolution would not amount to a 
general prohibition of instructions to the commit- | 
tee, and | wish to call the attention of the Senate 
to the position in which we shall place ourselves. || 
The Senator from Kentucky, in the remarks || 
which he submitted to the Senate just now, said || 
that the Senator from Missouri knew very well 
that it was not proposed to unite the admission of || 
California with the bill for the recovery of fugi- || 
tiveslaves, but only with the bills for governments 
for the two Territories of Utah and New Mexico. 
I do not understand the record to be so at all. |! 
W hat is it that is to be referred to this committee | 
of thirteen? The Senator from Mississippi tells 
us that the resolutions of the Senator from Ken- 





| no power to prohibit slavery in the States. 


| because the resolutions, eight in number, relate to 


| Tennessee, nine more, making seventeen in all; 


|| again. 


| sir, what has been proposed by my amendment? 


tucky and those of the Senator from ‘Tennessee | 


are to be referred to that committee. What are 
those resolutions? Why, sir, the first resolution 
of the Senator from Kentucky relates to the ad- 
mission of California. That is to be submitted to 
the committee. 
not exist by law in, and is not likely to be intro- 
duced into, any of the territory acquired by the | 
United States from the Republic of Mexico, and 
that it is inexpedient for Congress to provide by 
law for its introduction or extension there. Well, 
sir, how would it read if you put these two to- 
gether? It is proposed to refer to the committeé 
a resolution that slavery does not exist by law in | 


1 / |, such a course? 
The second is, that slavery does || 


| The proposition is, to refer all of the subjects to a 


these territories, and is not likely to be introduced || 


there; and then it i¢ proposed to say that the Sen- 
ate does not deem it necessary to express any 
opinion, or to give any instructions, either general 
or specific, for tne guidance of said committee. 
You start with the proposition that slavery does | 
not exist in the territories, and is not likely to ex- | 
ist there, and then you say that you do not think 
it expedient to express any opinion on the subject. 
That is the attitude in which the Senate will place | 
itself by referring the resolutions introduced by 
the Senator from Kentucky in January, and adopt: 
ing at the same time the amendment which he now 
proposes. 
he third resolution relates to the western | 
boundary of Texas. The fourth relates to the | 
debt of Texas. The fifth declares that it is inex- 
sees to abolish slavery within the District of 
Columbia; and the next is, that it is expedient to 
prohibit the slave trade within the District. The 
same remark applies to these. 
Well, then comes the seventh resolution, which’ 
declares that some more effectual provision ought 
to be made by law, according to the requirements 
of the Consttution, for the restoration of fugitive 
Slnves by the different States of this Union. Now, 
sir, the subject of legislating for the redelivery of 
furgiuve slaves is just as much a subject for exam- | 
ination by the committee, as the establishment of | 
tne gay for the territories of Utah and New 
exico. And, sir, some of the members of this 
body must certainly have the faculty of second 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
i 


| 
| 
} 


| 





| 


| Senate had expressed any opinion, as the Senator 
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sight; they must have a power of foreseeing events | 
which the rest of us have not, if they know, and 


|, are able to declare in advance, that the committee | 


will take into their consideration nothing but the | 
establishment of territorial governments for Utah | 
and New Mexico, and the admission of California, 
although there are other subjects which they are || 
expressly directed to consider. } 
The eighth resolution resolves that Congress has | 

| 

| 


1] 
referred to this committee, concerning which the || 
Senator says, it is not expedient to give instruc- 
tions for the guidance of said committee; but | ask | 
with profound respect of the Senator from Ken- 


There are thus eight subjects expressly to be 


| tucky—and they are not unmeaning words—where || 


he gets the opinion, and by what authority does | 
he say to the Senate, that this committee will take 
into consideration nothing but the admission of | 
California and the question of governments for the | 
territories of Utah and New Mexico? He cer- || 
tainly does not get it on the face of the resolutions, 


all the subjects to which I have called the attention 
of the Senate. 
Then comes the resolutions of the Senator from 


and these seventeen different resolutions, covering 
so many different subjects, aré to be referred to 
this committee; and yet the Senate are to be told 
that it is not proposed to connect anything with | 
the admission of California except these two sub- | 
ects. 

. Mr. CLAY. If the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire will afford me an opportunity of making an 
explanation, | perhaps may save him some breath || 
in discussing the question before us. 

Mr. HALE. Certainly, if I can get the floor 





“Mr. CLAY. If the Senator will not allow me 
the floor voluntarily, | certainly will not take it. 

Mr. HALE. Oh! I make no objection. 

Mr. CLAY. There have been some seventeen 
resolutions proposed by the Senator from Tennes- 
see and myself to the Senate. The Senate has 
expressed no opinion upon any one of them. And, 


Why, it is that all these matters shall be referred | 
to the select committee—the Senate refusing to 
express any opinion upon any one of them—giv- 
ing no instructions for the guidance of that com- 
mittee. Is there any impracticability in pursuing 
The Senate has expressed no 
opinion, and no one has expressed any opinion, | 
except in speeches, upon the resolutions that have 

been under our consideration. ‘There has been no 
deliberate expression of opinion in this body. 





committee, and my amendment is, that | will not 
say to that committee beforehand how they are to 
act upon this or that subject. I think that this | 
explanation ought to satisfy the Senate. 

| have never said that, when all these subjects 
are sent to that committee, it will not be the duty | 
of that committee to go into a consideration of all | 
the questions at issue. Some topics they may con- || 
nect together, and some they may report by sepa- 
rate bills or resolutions. Alt that I have said was, 
that, for one, | would not desire a larger combi- 
nation of measures than the question of govern- 
ments for the Territories of Utah and New Mex- 
ico, and the admission of California, and, possibly, 
the settlement of the boundary of Texas, in one 
bill; the other questions in separate bills. I trust 
that thie view is not an impracticable one. If the 





| 
from New Hampshire seems to suppose, upon the | 
various questions that are proposed to be referred | 
that committee any instructions in regard to them, 
there might be some incompatibility in our pro- 
opinion upon any of the resolutions offered by | 
the Senator from Tennessee or myself; and the || 
simple question is, shall we refer all these matters 
instruction to that committee as to how they shall 
consideration ? 
Mr. HALE. The Senator from Kentucky, as || 
I now understand, qualifies the remark which he || 
I understood him previously, that || 


to this committee,and it should now refuse to give 
posed action; but the Senate has expressed no 
in a body to this select committee, without any 
act upon the several subjects thus referred to their 
made before. 


there should be combined in one bill three distinct 
subjects; he now states, that in proposing that, he 





ue a April 17, 
only speaks for himself; he does not speak fas 
anybody else. Well, | must say that the Sen or 
when he speaks: for himself, speaks with a a 
deal more potency than a good many of us —— 
in speaking for ourselves. [am simply epeakii : 
of things, sir, a3 they appear upon the veeaed’ 
because I am not one of the thirteen leading m ” 
bers of the Senate—I am not one of the heaiee 
men of the Senate. The party with which I 
in the Senate is so happily constituted, that it 
yoke or unyoke, and have no horse to lead. be 
therefore 1 do not, by any possible defin, : 
come within the category of the leading 
of the Senate. I do not act, then, upon 
formation I may receive, but simply upon what | 
hear read-at the Secretary’s table. 1 do not know 
of anything that is done in side rooms, in comy it 
tees, before meetings or after them; these are to 
me as a sealed book, and I know nothing of them 
until they are broached in the Senate. Oceasiny. 
ally L learn, from reading Philadelphia or New 
York correspondence, that certain things haye 
been done by certain committees; that there haye 
been certain invitations issued by those commit. 
tees; but, as I have said, information of these 
matters comes to me from Philadelphia and New 
York, and sometimes: from the West. Whey 
this correspondence comes back to us here from 


ition, 
Members 
any in- 


| those*places, published, then, for the first time, [ 


learn what is going on in this city. 

It is a great disadvantage that we are laborins 
under, that we are obliged to conjecture what pro- 
cess is to be pursued in relation to subjects that 
are brought before us. It now appears that these 


| seventeen subjects are to be referred altogether, 


and that there is some understanding, expressed 
or implied, general or specific, that there is to be 
a severance of them, and that three of the subjecis 
are to be connected in one bill. Can any one tel 


| me how the remaining fourteen are to be collo- 
| cated or arranged; whether in separate bills, or in 


bills combining two, three, or more subjects to- 
gether? There may be three subjects put in 
one bill, and fourteen in the other; as to that mat- 
ter | am entirely in the dark. But let that go. 

I desire now to make a few remarks, confining 
myself strictly to the amendment before the Seo- 
ate. The Senator from Kentucky, it appears by 
his amendment, does not deem it necessary to ex- 
press or advance any opinion, or to give any in- 
structions, either general or specific, for the guid- 
ance of this committee. Why not, sir? Have 
we not been told, over and over again, that 
the country is agitated, greatly agitated—that 
the Union is in danger, in great danger? And 
have not gentlemen expressed fears that we are 
even now standing upon the brink and about to 
fall into an abyss that is to ingulf us and all that 
is dear to us forever; that the irretrievable and 
fatal step of the destruction of the Union is about 
to be taken; and that the people are standing ail 
over the Union with palpitating hearts, waiting 
and watching anxiously to know what will be the 
action of the American Congress? And I sup- 
pose, sir, that: the great questions with reference 
to which the public heart is palpitating with so 
much anxiety, are all embodied in these seventeen 
resolutions now before the Senate. What will 
they think, sir, and what will they feel—what will 
they judge, when we deliberately tell them that 
we do not think it safe or expedient to express 
any opinion upon all these subjects? It will be 
an intimation, sir, to those who are in suspense, 
that we do not know what to do; that the ship of 


| State is in great danger, is driving amidst storm 


and tempest, with breakers ahead; and yet, thet 
although thus perilously situated, the Senate do 
not deem it expedient to express any opinion 
upon any one of these great subjects. here 
shall the people look for guidance under these 
circumstances? To what source shall they tw 
their eyes for counsel, for wisdom, for direction, 
if not to this chosen sanctuary of their hopes? If 
the American Senate tell the people that all above 
us is dark, is doubtful, is dubious—that they have 
concluded to commit the settlement of these su- 
jects, in silence and without eny authoritative 
expression of their opinion upon them, into the 
hands of thirteen political doctors, that they may 
manage them as they in their wisdom see fit, and 
that they want the committee in their wisdom 
to devise something—the Lord only knows whe 
— it is tantamount to telling them that we are!" 


| such a perilous condition, in such a fearful st! 
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ofapprehension and alarm, that we feel compelled 
hrow aside our discretion and our wisdom, and 
o' eed entirely upon the principle of implicit 

h: trusting that the wisdom of thirteen men 
. ‘oint out Some way by which we can manage 
a of State, so as to get clear of the rocks 
mich lie before us and threaten to destroy us. 
gir, if anybody upon earth ought to express an 
“pinion, it is this Senate; if there was ever a time 
» express that opinicn, it is now. If there is | 
: ager, let us tell them; if we have any opinions | 
donee effect, let us express them. And although | 
che Senate may not deem it necessary to express 
heir opinion, f trust they will permit one of the |) 
iymblest of its members to express his; and that | 
«. that here is the State of California desirous of | 
coming into the Union, and the sole serious objec- | 
gon that exists in the minds of Senators to that |) 
mission is, that she has in her constitution em- 
podied the principle of freedom. 

A Senator. Nobody has said so. 

Mr. HALE. I know that nobody,has express- 
iy assigned that as an objection. 

“Mr. FOOTE. I call the honorable Senator to 
order, and I will state my point of order. 1 un- 
derstand the Senator from New Hampshire to 
allude to the motives of Senators. He stated that 
the reason which was operating upon the minds 
of Senators here, who are adverse to the admis- 
sion of California as a separate measure, is, that 
she had adopted in her constitution a prohibition 
of slavery. He now says, that although such 
language has not been used in debate, yet the in- 
ference is deducible that such are the motives of 
Senators. This { consider to be unparliamentary. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is out of order 
to ascribe motives to Senators; but the Chair did 
not understand the Senator as having done so. 

Mr. FOOTE. 1am satisfied with the decision | 
of the Chair; but { trast the Senator from New 

Hampshire will not pursue that line of remark. 

Mr. HALE. Does the Senator from Missis- 
sippi consider that it is an impeachment of the 
motives of a Senator to say that he is opposed to 
the admission of free States into the Union? 

Mr. FOOTE. Yes, sir; I do consider it a very 
serious imputation upon myself, and those I repre- 
sent here, to have it charged that [—in their name, 
and with their sanction—feel inclined to present | 
the least obstacle to the admission of California, 
on the ground that in her constitution she has ex- 
cluded slavery from within her limits. Every 
southern Senator will say directly, that it is an 
imputation that is grossly untrue. 

Mr. HALE. I have said nothing, sir, about 
the motives of any one. I said there were reasons 
that lie back of those that were assigned. I think 
itisa matter of history—I do not mean old his- 
tory, but very modern history, if Lam not mis- 
taken—that one of the southern States, to wit, the 
State of Georgia, has passed a resolution to the 
purport, that the admission of California at this 
time, with her present constitution, would be a 
sufficient cause for disunion. 

Mr. FOOTE. There is nothing about slavery 
mentioned in that resolution. 

Mr. HALE. As I do not wish to say that any 
one is actuated by improper motives, I will not 
speak of the Senate, but of out-door opposition. I 
wish to be understood, then, as saying nothing 
about the motives of any Senator, but I shall speak 
of the great moving cause of opposition outside of 
the bar of the Senate to the admission of Califor- 
nia into the Union, because she has adopted a con- 
stitution excluding slavery from within her limits. 
That is what I believe; and I do not deem that, in 
the words of this resolution, it is necessary to ex- 
press in advance any opinion as to what the state 
of things is inside of the bar. [A laugh.] That, 
sir, is the state of the facts, and it is not worth 
while to shut our eyes to it. I think we should 
call things by their right names; for we cannot, 
by calling things by other than their right names, 

change their nature. If I were in the habit of 
tne poetry, like the honorable Senator from 

ississippi, | would say something about a rose by 
any other name not smelling so sweet. This is to 

the compromise. A certain portion of the Con- 
federacy have found, in the course of events, that it 
becomes necessary to submit to this great evil; 
that is, the odioys sin of admitting aiState with a 
constitution excluding slavery. What is to be 
done? You are next to frame two territorial gov- 
eroments which shall contain no such provision. 


| 











| will triumph. 
of freedom and the advocates of freedom, and 
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| What is the intent of this? Why, that slavery 


shall be carried into these territories, so that when | 
they come here to ask admission as States, they | 
shall have that institution embodied in their con- | 
stitutions, and be admitted as slave States. 
is the true state of the case. We had better look 


| at the question as itis, and not pretend to be more 
' purely patriotic than we really are. 


my Opinion of the state of things outside of the bar | 
of the Senate. 


1 would say another thing. 


us; that the North will be beaten, as she always 
has been. I only ask that when we are fairly | 
beaten down, that you will net do as a distin- | 
guished member from Virginia in the other house 
many years ago: that you will not point at us and 
tell us that you buy us dog-cheap. That is all. I | 
have no sort of doubt at all that the North are des- 
tined to be defeated upon this question; slavery 
It will plant its foot upon the neck | 


trample them in the dust. And why is this, sir? 
It is because the North allows it. She allows it, 
sir, and she will allow it until the people of the | 
North have a new edition of geography printed | 
for their common schools, by which their children | 
may learn that there is a little piece of the United | 
States having rights of its own, lying north of 36° 
30' and of Mason and Dixon’s line. This they do | 
not know at the North yet; but they are beginning 


| to find it out; they are beginning to open their eyes | 


to it. ° 
While up, sir, I will express another opinion, | 
and that is this: that the northern men, through 


| whose instrumentality we are destined to be de- 
feated, and by whom we shall be defeated, when || 


they get home, will find the northern country or 
climate, I fear, very much improved—a good deal | 
better than it ever was before. [A laugh.} I think, 
sir, that it will be found rather a warm residence 
for those that have been residing in other latitudes, 
to come back to stay after they have been parties | 
to sucha surrender. These are my opinions. 

I shall only say, sir, in conclusion, that | shall 
follow the example of the Senator from Illinois, | 
and | shall offer no factious opposition. I shall 
submit to what God in his providence and the 
party in its power shall do. I shall resist itas long | 
_as I can constitutionally, fairly, and decorously. | 

But I will say that, so far as I am individually 


concerned, | will offer no factious opposition. | 


| have given my own opinion of the matter, and I | 
| believe it. I have no doubt of it. 
| tined to defeat. We may contest the matter a lit- 
| tle longer, but the end is neither distant nor 
| doubtful. Gentlemen of the South, you have us 
in your power. All Lask is, as | have said before, 
| 


| point us out as having been bought dog-cheap. 
Mr. CLAY. ‘There is no destiny of defeat on 
the part of the North, but there isa destiny of 
triumph on the part of the Union of these States; 
| and that triumph in behalf of the Union of these 
| States will be the defeat of your ultra abolitionists. 
| And, sir, the gentleman need not flatter himself 
with the hope that when gentlemen return to their 
constituents, they will find it to be much warmer 
than it has been. No man here from a free State 
will feel any apprehension from any menace of 
that kind. 1 know something of the political his- 
tory of this country. I have been in a time quite 





itis now, and that was before the famous Mis- 
souri question was settled by a majority of only 
six votes in the House of Representatives. Then, 
as now, men who wished to defeat the adjustment 
and compromise of this great question were pre- 
dicting that the representatives of the North who 
had assisted in making this adjustment would go 





and would meet with a very warm reception. 
What was the fact, sir? Why, more exultation, 
more joy, and more gladness were not manifested 
by the people of the: United States upon the an- 
nunciation of peace with Great Britain, that was 
concluded at Ghent, than that which animated 
them upon the compromise of that question. And 
such, I predict, will be the consequence now. It 
will be a triumph, not: of the South;over the 
North, or of the North over the South, but of the 
patriotism of the Union, of the best interests of 
mankind and of the world, over faction—yes, over 
the ultra abolitionists. I discriminate between 


| 





This || 


This, sir, is | 


‘| believe it is within the 
I will tell the gen- || 
tlemen of the southern States that they will beat || 


Weare des- {| 


that, after you have laid us out cold, you will not | 


as perilous, quite as agitating, quite as alarming as | 


home and find that their effigies had been burnt, | 
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| them and the Free-Soilers of the Northyand, in re- 
gard to slaves going into these new territories, 

they are not more opposed to the measure than I 
| should be to favoring it by any positive action of 
/mine. But what they apprehend is, that their 
| food, their aliment for agitation will be cut off, and 
| they will be left to cry in the midst of the wilder- 
ness, without being heard, and without sympathy. 
_ That will be the result of such a compromise as [ 
power of this Congress to 





effect. 

Now, will the Senator that sits before me [Mr. 
| Hare) allow me to ask him a question or two? 

He ventured to state, in order to put himself within 

the rules of order, that outside of the house the 

motives for the opposition to the admission of 

| California is found in the slavery restriction in her 
constituuon. lt was in vain that Senators on all 
sides of the house rose and declared that they 
were actuated by no such motive. The Senator, 
driven from the Senate to find such motives actu- 
ating its members, flies to the streets, and says 
that there the sentiment prevails. Now, sir, let 
me ask the Senator two questions: is he not in 
favor of the Wilmot proviso, and does he not op- 
pose the connection of California with the territo- 
rial bills, because, whilst it interrupts the success 
of the measure, it prevents him from carrying out * 
his favorite measure? | put these questions to the 
Senator. 

Mr. FOOTE. If rise simply to make a sugges- 
tion, which I trust will not be offensive to any one, 
and to appeal to gentlemen who concur in sup- 
porting the views of the honorable Senator from 
Kentucky, to refrain from all further debate, and 

, let the question be taken. 

Mr. MANGUM. I rise for the purpose of 
| proposing an amendment to the amendment of the 
| Senator from Kentucky, which f hope the honor- 
| able Senator will accept as a modification of his 
/ amendment; if not, | will request a vote of the 
| Senate upon it, 

Mr. CLAY. Let us hear what it is. 

Mr. MANGUM. Some question has been 
raised by the Senator from New Hampshire, or 
_ rather some objection made in regard to the phra- 
| seology of the amendment preposed by the Sena- 
| tor from Kentucky, to wit: ‘That the Senate 
| does not deem it necessary to instruct the commit- 
| tee.” They may not deem it necessary at this 
instant, and an hour hence there may be a change 
of opinion. The modification that I propose, and 
which I trust the Senator will accept—for I cannot 
offer it in the shape of an amendment, there being 


|| an amendment to an amendment already pending— 


| is, that it shall read thus: ** The Senate does not 
deem it necessary, and therefore declines to in- 
| struct the committee.”’ 

Mr. CLAY. [accept the modification, sir. 

The question being put upon the amendment as 
modified, the yeas and nays were taken, and re- 
sulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchinson, Badger, Bell, Borland, But- 
ler, Clay, Cass, Clemens, Davis of Mississippi, Dickinson, 
Dodge of lowa, Douglas, Downs, Foote, Hunter, Jones, 
King, Mangum, Mason, Morton, Pearce, Rusk, Sebastian, 
Soulé, Spruance, Sturgeon, Turney, Underwood, and Yu- 
lee—29, 

NAYS—Messra. Baldwin, Benton, Bradbury, Bright, 
| Chase, Clarke, Corwin, Davis of Massschusetts, Dayton, 
| Dodge of Wisconsin, Felch, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Miller, 
| Norris, Phelps, Seward, Shields, Smith, Walker, and Whit- 

ecomb—22, 

So the amendment to the amendment was 
adopted. 


Mr. HAMLIN. I desire to have the original 
| motion read by the Secretary; [ mean the motion 
, made by the Senator from Mississippi. 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. That motion was 
\| to refer the resolutions of the Senator from ‘Ten- 
+ nessee and those of the Senator from Kentucky 

to a select committee. 
| Mr. HAMLIN. Yes, sir, | am aware of the 
| purport, but I want the precise words, because I 
desire to amend the motion. I propose to amend 
| by inserting these words: ** Except so much of 
the same as relates to the admission of California 
| asa State.’’? I take it, sir-—— 
|| Mr. TURNEY. [ rise to a question of order. 
| J understand there is a question before the Senate. 
The question néw is upon the amendment ef the 
Senator from Missouri as amended. 

Mr. FOOTE. In addition to that I would sug- 
|| gest 
i] : The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
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Tennessee is correct; the question will be on the 
amendment as amended. 

The amendment as amended was then adopted. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I suppose it will now be in 
order to move to amend the original motion ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is in order. 

The proposed amendment was again read. 

Mr. CLAY. I believe, sir, that is the precise 

roposition that was made the other day by the 
Recta from Missouri, and which was voted 
down. 

Mr. HAMLIN. If the gentleman had waited 
for a moment | would have explained the reason 
why | offer this amendment. It is true that an- 
other proposition, similar to this, but embracing a 


larger number and greater variety of questions, | 


was submitted a few days since, and it was voted 
down. The motion of the Senator from Missis- 
sippi now is less extensive than it was then, con- 
sequently the vote of the Senate to connect or 
dissever the questions then, cannot be considered 
tantamount to a vote to exclude a portion of them 
now; although I have myself no doubt that the 
action of the Senate will be the same now as it was 
then. [vis my intention, and it is also, I believe, 
the intention of my colleague, to vote for no terri- 
“torial bill that does not contain an express prohibi- 
tion of slavery. We have been instructed by the 
Legislature of our State to that effect, and those 
instructions accord fully with our own views. 
Well, sir, being so instructed, and cordially approv- 
ing of those instructions, | desire to present this 
proposition to the Senate, so that | may exhibit 
the evidence of my willingness to carry out that 


doctrine in good faith, and to vote for no measure , 


by indirection which shall cover up a subsequent 
vote, and thus relieve me from those Instructions. 
Therefore, | ask that I may have the privilege now 


all understand they ate to be, that then, when 1 
am compelled to vote against the admission ef 


California, on account of its being connected with | 


other questions, if that contingency should arise, 
this amendment will show my desire to disconnect 
them. 


Mr. CLAY. The motion made the other day | 


ia precisely that which is now offered. It is in 
these words: 

« But nothing in the resolution shall be construed to au- 
thorize the said committee to take into consideration any- 
thing that relates to the admission of Calijornia into the 
Union.” 


That is the resolution that was voted down. 


Mr. HAMLIN. I do not desire to offer any 
other reason than I have already offered, except to 
say that, upon the proposition then pending, no 
committee was then raised, and nothing grew out 
of it. There was an expression of the opinion of 
the Senate, it is true; but under that motion no 
committee was raised, and the motion was subse- 
quently withdrawn. If, under the present motion, 
a committee is to be raised, as | doubt not there 
will be, | desire to record my vote in favor of a 
separation of the subjects. 

Mr. CASS. Mr. President, 1 would suggest to 


the honorable Senator from Maine, whether he. 


would not attain his object in a better manner by 
awaiting the report of the committee, and then by 
moving to separate California from the other sub- 
jects, should it be associated in the same bill with 
any other? The Senator desires that his position 
should not be misunderstood, and therefore wishes 
to have a vote now upon this question. As to 
the appointment of a committee, there is no danger 
of misunderstanding, because he has announced 


hiseobjection to the measure, and will record his | 


vote against it. He is presupposing that the com- 
mittee will unite various subjects in the same bill, 
and wishes in advance in effect to pronounce upon 
it. This interpretation may not be correct. There 
may be no such reason, and in that event this 
measure would be wholly unnecessary. It would 
bea mere work of supererogation. If, on the con- 
trary, the union should take place, it will then be 
as competent for the Senator to move a separation, 
as it is now to movea prohibition against it. The 
subject will be just as much in our power then as 
now, and it will be much more proper to act in 
that case, for we shall then be dealing with exist- 
ing facts, and not with imaginary ones. 

And this same error, as to the course of the 
committee, seems to pervade all our discussions 
upon this subject. 











| different subjects are 
tee, they must therefore be included in the same 
bills, and the one, therefore, made dependent upon 
the other; and this assumption, made it appears 


| to me without the least authority, is then urged aa 


a decisive argument against this proposition of 
| reference. 

In the first place, sir, no one has a right to 

| assume that such will be the case, and to make 

this bare assumption a ground of opposition to the 

proceeding. | agree with the distinguished Sena- 


to be referred to thia commit- 


|| Senate since that time has by no m 
| my confidence in the result. 
|| rable Senator from Kentucky in his declara: 


| 


i} 


| or my apprehensions preponderate as t 
| of this measure, my course will be stil 


| tor from Kentucky, that no committee would thus | 


unite all the questions referred to it. | consider 


such a course out of the question; so much 80 as || 
not to furnish, even to the most cautious, a reason | 


for voting against this measure. 
I do not believe that there will be any further 
union of subjects in the same bill than the junction 


I go further, sir: | 


of the admission of California with the govern- | 
ments of the territories; and | see a great fitness in | 


that. But, sir, should the committee go further, 
and include more topics, what effect will that have ? 


|, deemed so important by ma 


Just none at all, in opposition to the will of the | 


majority. 


Genulemen seem to suppose that the report of | 


the committee is to be like the laws of the Medes 
and Persians, not subject to any alteration or 
amendment whatever. And the Senator from 
Maine evidently acts upon the same supposition 
when he makes his motion beforehand to guard 
against a particular course of action on the part of 
the committee which he happens to disapprove. 
And permit me here to remark, that a great deal 
has been said about an understanding among Sena- 


body, and much more of thesame sort. ‘This is cer- 


tors—a causus of the leading members of this | 


tainly making agreat matter out of a very small one. | 


any caucus or not, or whether there be in reality 
such an understanding or not. 1 will say, how- 
‘| ever, that | have heard of no caucus, and know of 
no understanding upon the subject. If there be 
any such, | am utterly ignorant of it. And I 
repeat, it is a small matter to be placed so promi- 
nently before the Senate and the country—to talk 
so earnestly about caucuses and about leaders. 
| know nothing of either. I, for myself, am as 
little disposed to lead as | trust | am to be led. 
Now, here is a proposition to refer to a com- 
mittee a grand subject, affecting the very existence 
of the Confederation. Itissaidtobeunusual; butit 


} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


must be remembered that the present condition of | 


the country is unusual also. ‘lhere is a proposi- 
tion to refer all the questions connected with this 
grave subject to a committee. Well, what is the 
objection that is urged against this reference? A 


_ the face, and to apply the best 
_then be left to us; and in an 
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| the advantages to be derived from it ‘i 


_ termination of our troubles. If the commit 


_ interests of the country were demanded. 
| pathize, sir, with no such feeling, nor indeed do | 
/understand it. North or South, East or Wes 

—- 


° 
April 17, 
re b ne 
“ Ng in the 
DS increa 
I followed the a 
ion of 
his no. 
y dear, | have 
her my hones 
© the effec: 


| the 8 
It may do good, and cando no harm. As } san 


said, it affords one chance the more of & hap 
' 


lee make 
adopt it, 
If they 
We are 
Ities in 
remedy which ma 


y Event it will be a 
grateful reflection that we have taken this step 
ny members of this 
body, and so urgently demanded by a |arve 
portion of the Union. And this consideration 
were there no other, is decisive with me for aup. 
porting the proposition. Itis indeed a small a 
very small matter, to yield in a spirit of concilia- 
tion; but it seems to be opposed with as much 


sternness of purpose, as if a sacrifice of the deares, 


means sanguine; and the course of proceed 


similar views, as lam happy to follow him in 
ble effort to preserve this Union, equal! 
no doubt, to him and me. But, whet 


a report that will be satisfactory, we can 
and rejoice heartily at the happy result. 
do not, we shall then be no worse off than 
now, and must proceed to look our difficy 


I sym- 


when great sectional questions are involved, if | 
could not yield the principle at issue, certainly | 


, would yield much as to the mode of its considera. 


| tis of little consequence whether there has been || 
of voting to dissever them, so that if they should | 


be connected by the committee, as I suppose we || 


tion, and as to the process of adjustment, In nocoun. 
try under heaven is such a spirit more required 
than this; and if it prevailed more extensively, | 
should anticipate with more confidence than | now 
do, not merely the speedy settlement of the ques. 
tions in dispute, but the restoration of those fra- 
ternal feelings without which, though there may 
be a political union, therecan be no union of affec- 
tion. Itseems tobe distinctly understood that the 
discussion of the subject of the admission of Cal- 
ifornia is to go on, notwithstanding the reference 
to this committee; and before the discussion can 
be terminated under any circumstances, to judge 


_ by the progress made, the report will be received, 


committee, and about an effort to check debate. |! 


Now, it seems to me that no reasonable man, who 


has listened to the debate that has taken place to- | 
day, can suppose that there is any disposition to | 


check debate. If this debate has been checked, it 
would require a wiser man than I am to tell what 
would be a free debate, or to what length of time 
or topics its course would lead us. 
pursued their own course In their own way, anda 
| more discursive debate I have never listened to. I 
have little apprehension that, here or elsewhere, 
any martyrs can be made to the great cause of free 
discussion by the proceedings of to-day. All such 
allusions are, to say the least of them, in very bad 
taste. And what ts to be the practical disposition 
of the labors of the committee / 


Senators have | 





The subjects will | 


come back to us reported upon by the committee; | 


the whole matter will be within the jurisdiction of | 


the Senate, and any proposition to amend can then 
be made as well as now. Let the subject go to the 


committee, and let them make the best report they | 
can; no man will be committed by the report, | 


whatever it may be; we shall be pledged to noth- 
ing the committee may do. All that is proposed 
is, that, in the difficulties in which we find our- 


selves involved, a committee shall deliberate and |! 


ascertain if some practicable plan cannot be de- 
vised for the settlement of the agitating subjects 
which now distract the country. Can any reason- 
able man object to this course? I freely confess | 
cannot see how he can. 1| have listened to every 
| word that has been said in the course of the debate, 
end my surprise bas increased rather than dimin- 
| ished at the opposition which isexhibited. The pro- 


| position affords one hope the more for an accommo- | 


| dation of the differences that divideus. I said when 


| 


and we shall then have made some progress to- 
wards a solution of our difficulties ; we shall have 
done something, much indeed, I trust, towards 
the admission of California and the establishment 
of the necessary territorial governments. 

I repeat what | have before said, that I consider 
the admission of California as certain as any event 


| which has not yet happened, unless prevented by 
good deal has been said about instructions to the | 


some process or machinery of legislation in the 
other House, such as has been alluded to here and 
elsewhere. I trust, however, that no such meas- 
ures will be resorted to. I should consider ita 
course of action greatly to be deprecated. All we 


| have to do is, to permit the committee to consult 


and bring back a report. A good deal has been 


_ said about compromises, as though, by the appoit- 


ment of this committee, we were proposing to sur- 
render some great principle lying at the founda- 
tion of our Government. Indeed, one might sup- 
pose, from the temper and earnestness displayed, 
that our whole social and political system was to 
be put to hazard by this very harmless attempt to 
adjust our troubles by a compromise commiliee. 
And such are our fears of this terrible word, that 
we have actually struck it out of the resolutions, 
where it had been very properly introduced, and 
made ourselves safe behind the shelter of its sul- 
stitute, adjustment. Why, sir, neither the word 
nor the thing is so very terrible. ‘This world isa 
world of compromise. From the cradle to the 
grave, human life is full of compromises. A man 
gives up some portion of his natural rights to 
secure the remainder; and from the beginning to 
the end of his years, the same principle marks his 
progress. He who stands upon his position with 
rigid inflexibility, and expects the world to bow be- 


fore him, will soon find by experience, how much 


he has deceived himself. In the operations of al! 
Governments there must be compromises. | sup- 
pose there never was a law passed which precisely 
met the views, in all particulars, of every one \ 
king part in legislation. Each can see something 
which, in his opinion, might be improved; but 
each has to surrender something Te COMPROMISE, 
in order to attain the object in view. What mutual 


It is assumed that, because || this meaure was first introduced, that my hopes of || concessions are to be made to lead to a compro 
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a any given case, if a practical question, to | day, pending the amendment of the honorable || of California with any matter foreizn to the admission of 


if 


ho ined by the circumstances. I Suppose Senator from Missouri, | submitted an amendment that State in a direct manner, on a precisely equal footing 
e “ ’ 
be determin : : ; A with the original States, and unincumbered with any other 
: po one dreams 0 the cession of any of the ques- which gave the motion its present shape, so far as conditions, responsibilities, or considerations, 


‘na connected with the application of California. | I recollect. 1 have a tolerably distinct memory of > 
3 wh the views | entertain, and have expressed | the fact, and I think the record will also show it. uae etc oe eee evra our 
_ ypon that subject, I never can consent to compro- | The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair under- eee, CCS WES Wee Os eee 


10- 


’ ne of them: 

: hts. Such a measure is disa- || stands, that after the present motion to refer the . 
: se away her rg ‘ | 9, f he , ° 
ve owl in all parts of this chamber. But measures || resolutions of. the Senator from Tennessee and | eee een feceomeeias dill ha ale 
- or eas as “s - ’ = U a p . 
— fur short of that, from the indications we have re- | those of the Senator from Kentucky to a select |) strued to authorize the said committee to take into consid. 
= | ‘a ved, would fifford satisfactory grounds for ad- || committee, that then the Senator from Missouri | eration anything that relates to eriher of the four following 
a tment. Many who object to the admission of | submitted to that motion the following amend- | subjects: 
ve us ° | 


a F 1. ‘The abolition of slavery within the States. 

| Caliornia asan insulated proposition, have avowed aaenss . j | 2. The suppression of the slave trade between the States. 

44 r willingness to abandon their opposition, if | But nothing in these resolutions shall be construed to || 3. rhe abolition of slavery within the forts eauaie 
thel aiambe is connected to a bill for the govern- | authorize the said committee to take into consideration any- | , rm ae 

that m 


, . dock-yards, and navy-yards of the United States 
; d : thing which relates to the admission of California into the | . : a s : ~ : 
: ment of the territories. Is that a compromise Uuiee.”? 4. A>otition of slavery within the District of Columbia. 


. atts oe el 7 F “ind provided further, That said committee shall not take 
= which involves any. surrender of principle, or, In- 1 And the vote was taken on it, and it was re- | into consideration any question in relation to the subject of 
in deed, of expediency ? Isitnota small peace-offer- || jected; and now the Senator submits the following: domestic shivery in the United States, which shall not be 
> upon the altar of our country, if it is followed || . ’ “pan specially referred to it by order of the Senate, 

ay ing Uf f di > Ask * Except so much as relates to the admission of Califor- | Sale one ia air 

a by the severenrne . — e eats dee 188 | nia as a State.” Mr. DICKINSON. I understood the Chair to 
| : ; isting : : . it i sti : ae 
D, heen well oe oe Se ee oe sam || Mr. HAMLIN. There are certain resolutions decide oa it is a question for the Senate to de 
his from nee yo ete cees = . er ty || to. accompany this resolution of the Senator from aa whether the amendment now proposed by 
ve we ae so re b nt att oes he la || Mississippi to the select committee. My amend- the Senator from Maine is not the same in sub- 
mn, the peop ea Pea RSD Re y> g || ment is simply to prevent a part of these resolu- | stance as that offered by the Senator from Mis- 
Ip- — pag a gompromiae but the perform || tions from going to that committee, leaving the | S°Ut!- 

tis, in ’ ’ .] 


¢ T > y ‘ . . . 
| rest of the resolutions to go to it. The other d The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair deci- 
|| amendment was that the whole of the resolutions | 44 that it was not so identical as to make it the 
should go, but that they should not act upon them, | S&™e- 


in- ance of a duty. It is doing precisely what we 
ought to do, and what we have engaged to do. If 


ch 4 
the opposition to California can be removed by 


est , Deming OF ane pihedy tr talk |i I think there is a difference in the two proposi- POs DICKINSON. I understood that the 
m- such an ac P se, Uy pteas "|| tions. I proposed to keep from that committee a | & air was going to submit the question to the 
rt it—and that State sevens into the Union more | certain portion of the resolutions proposed to be | Senate? . bihallin 
st, easily and more speedily, as I believe it can, Lam |) submitted by the Senator from Mississippi. The |. Mr. UN DERWOOD. This, if [ understand it, 
rh in favor of it; as | should be opposed to it, were || amendment offered by the Senator from Missouri | 8 ® Proposition by the Senator from Missouri to 
| that great measure put to hazard. And I hold || did not propose to withhold any of the resolutions, amend a proposition submitted by the Senator Z 
r= myself rs free to act after the report of the com- || but to instruct the committee how to act after they | from Maine. The Chair doubts aa to the point of 
in. mittee as | am now—under no obligation, how- |) had got there. | order in reference to the proposition submitted by 
ed ever slight, to accept it, ae I rae yn Just a | The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair reads | the Senator from Maine, but | wish the decision 
3 reasonable. And | am well satisfied that we shall |) 6 gest amendment, in the following words: of the Chair upon the point of order embraced in 
yw secure the admission of California much sooner | ~ ,, ine: aihiiine ; TES ns the proposition offered by the gentleman from 
: | g in this resolution shall be construed to : : . : 
Pg. by this process than by any other, especially by | authorize the said commitice to take into consideration | Missouri. Now, we have just adopted a resolu- 
ie endless opposition and endless discussion, of which || anything which relates to the admission of California asa) tion that we will not instruct thecommittee. The 
ay this day has had its full share, as has many a day || State into the Union.” ; resolution, or rather amendment, proposed by the 
eC before, and as will many a day hereafter, if the The present amendment is to except from the | Senator from Maine, does not propose to send any 
he same spirit prevails; and while we are thus talk- || reference so much of the same as relates to the | instructions to the committee, but is an exception 
al- ing about delay in the admission of California, || admission of California as a State. ‘The only dif- | of a portion of the subject to be committed. It 
ii that very delay is produced more by this cause | ference is, that in the one case they are proposed to | seems to me, however, that the amendment of the 
an than by all other causes put together. || be referred to the committee with instructions, and || Senator from Missouri contemplates an instruction 
ize | am opposed to any instructions, for a most | in the other without. us to what the committee shall and what it shall 
d, obvious reason. Would you makea farce of what || Mr. FOOTE. Certainly; the action of the | notdo; and it therefore presents itself to my mind 
lo- should be a solemn measure? If you select thir- || committee must be the same in both cases, 1 || that, so far as they propose to direct the commit- 
ve teen members of this body as a committee of refer- || now understand the question to be decided by the | tee that it shall or shall not do such and such a 
rds ence, have you not confidence enough in them to | Chair. | thing, itis in violation of the amendment of my bs 
ent trust something to their discretion? If you have The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks || colleague, which has already been decided, and 
not, you had better abandon the project. Cannot || it is a proper question for the Senate to decide, therefore not in order, although the proposition of 
ler you trust them to talk over this whole matter,and | Mr. BENTON. Then I understand that the | the gentleman from Maine may be in order. 
ont to tell you what they think of it, without fettering || amendment is pending, and | offer as an amend- || While | am up, permit me to make one or two 
by their thoughts and their tongues, and saying omit | ment to the amendment the fourteen points of | other remarks. 1 must say that I concur entirely 
he this and that subject, for we cannot trust you even | instruction; and | shall ask the vote of the Senate | with the remarks which have been made by the 
nd to offer us an opinion upon it?) Why, sir, no hon- || and the yeas and nays upon each of these fourteen || honorable Senator from Michigan on this aubject. 
as orable man would serve upon such a committee, | points; and | will see whether or not the previous — | think they were very seasonable, and hope they 
ta purporting to be organized for a great national pur- || question is in force here yet. may have theirdue weight. [| regret exceedingly 
we pose, and responsible in the eyes of the country || The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from | that we should be here hour after hour, and day 
ult for its proceedings and its recommendations, but || Missouri moves to amend the amendment by |, after day, discussing things of no importance; and 
el divested of all means of effecting any valuable ob- | adding thereto the following: | | would submit to the honorable Senstor from 
it ject, and rendered impotent by the very act of its 1. With instructions that, in any bill, scheme, or other || Missouri whether there can be any utility in pro- i 
ur creation, 1am willing to have the opinion of any || measure or measures they may report, they shall not cou- | posing sach instructions, or in taking the course 
ja thirteen members of this Senate upon this whole |, "ect the admission of the State of Coltornia with any other || he is now pursuing. Sir, would it do any good if 
. whee | proposed legislation which shall require the assent of any || ° . . vr: 
Ip- subject, and then I shall be as free as I am willing || Guyer state to its completion. | | were to take up the Constitution of the United 
ed, to consider their report in a spirit of respect, and ||j 2. ‘That they shall not connect the admission of the State | States, and propose that the committee should not 
to to adopt just as much of it as | think the public || of California with any measure which is connected witha | interfere with the establishment of religion in the 
to interest requires. In the mean time, and while | {uestion of boundary or other controversy with any other | country; that it should not interfere with liberty 
ee. the committee is deliberating, | shall vote with the || “3 ‘That they shall not connect the admission of the State | Of speech; that it should not grant titles of nobility, 
hat distinguished Senator from Kentucky for proceed- || of California with any other measure of Jess dignity an | or do any other of the hundreds of things which 
ns, ing with the discussion respecting the admission of || the reception and admission of a sovereign State to be anew | may be prohibited by the Constitution, or by the 
ind California, and making all the progress we can. | = ‘Tint eer alls sientioaen Canta a party to, or in|, Whole tenor of our insututions? Certainly, sir, if 
ub- Mr. BENTON. The amendment proposed by || any way include or connect her with, any provision in the | & young member like myself, a gentleman un- 
ord the Senator from Maine is now pending. || nature or intent of a compact relating to slavery, or to any || Known to fame, as humble and unpretending as 
sa The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair has been || slave State or slave territory, other than the compacts of the | [| am, should do a thing of that sort, what little 
the making inquiry, and now learns that this amend- | - oenen innit ent enake Colitanin: 0: gut enced te | reputation | do possess would very soon be lost. 
ran ment was submitted to the original motion first, || any way include or connect her with, any provision in the Now, sir, it seems to me that these general ab- 
to and that it was withdrawn, and was appended by || nature or inteut of a compact of any description, other than | stract propositiona, although perfectly true, and 
to the Senator to the motion now pending. The || Me compacts of the Constitution, and those compacts rela- | alihough no one would gainsay one of them, we 
his Chair, 1 i he amendments, finds a ver- || U@S ‘9 the Spun eta have been henpanes: cogent ef should not be alarmed at rejecting in this way. It 
» In comparing the a ’ || new States formed out of the territory of the United States. J 5 y 
rith bal difference. ‘| 6 That they shall not report any measure proposing avy | does seem to me that if we ever intend to come to 
be- Mr. BENTON, Then the Chair decides that || alteration in the boundaries of the State of California. any practical result, we will allow the committee 
ich the amendment of the Senator from Maine is not | case lecngeaateeiaeea con, Se ect itoruiaa Party | to go out, as proposed by the Senator from Michi- 
all how pending before the Senate? || mission in any way connected with oe Ggendent on, any |, gan, to give us the benefit of their consultations; 
up- The VICE PRESIDENT. Thatis the impres- | provision in the nature of a compact which has not been re- || and when they present the result of their labors 
ely sion of the Chair. The Chair is of opinion that || quired of either of the following named States: Ohio, In- || before us, we can consult them, and we will get 
ta itis out of order. , fotninas, Midian ved. Wasieta aed Perio | rid of all these abstract propositions, which the 
ing Mr. HAMLIN. Will the Chair allow me to!) &. That they shall not make a party to, or in any manner | gentleman from Missouri must see are only calcu- 
but make an inquiry? Was there any amendment to || bind to, inciude in, or connect with, any provision having || lated to embarrass the question it is so desirable 
SE, the motion now pending? | the wharacter or intent of a compact, any State, or people should be settled. 
ual Mr. FOOTE. If the Senator from Maine will one crgpaiastion of « Binte, not represented Mr. President, I present the point of order. I 
r0- allow me, 1 think I can explain this. The other 1 9. ‘bat they shall not connect the admission of the State |, think it is vut of order to propose these points of 
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instruction, when the Senate have already decided | 


that they will not instruct the committee. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The amendment 
of the Senator from Missouri is objected to on the 
ground that it is an instruction to the committee, 
and therefore inconsistent with the resolution in 
relation to the instruction of the committee, which 
the Senate has adopted. The Chair is of opinion 
that the proposition presented by the honorable 
Senator from Missouri is in the nature of instruc- 
tions to the committee, to except from their delib- 
erations a certain subject. 
presents itself is, whether inconsistencies are ques- 
tions of order. On the 169th page of the Manual 
I find that 

“ff an amendment be proposed inconsistent with one 
already agreed to, it is a fit ground for its rejection by the 
House, but not within the competence of the Speaker to 
suppress, as if it were against order. For, were he per- 
mitted to draw questions of consistence within the vortex 
of order, he might usurp a negative on important modifica- | 
tions, and suppress, instead of subserving, the legislative 
will.” 

The Chair is of opinion that the amendment is | 
in order, but it is for the Senate to decide. 

Mr. CLAY. | rise to perform the painful duty 
of appealing from the decision of the Chair, and I 
ask the yeas and nays on the question. I do not 
mean to take up time. My opinion is, that when | 
the Senate has decided that it will not do a given | 
thing, it is out of order for that thing to be pro- 
posed to be done, and it is within the province of 
the Chair to decide it to be out of order. The 
question is, whether the Senate will maintain its 
power, whether it will maintain its dignity, 
whether it will maintain its consistency; and upon 
that ground | must take an appeal from the decis- 
ion of the Chair. 

Mr. BENTON. I believe that the amendment, | 
as it is called, though it is nothing but a rule for 
the government of the conduct of the Senate, has 
not been adopted by the Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
the appeal. 

Mr. BENTON. And now, Mr. President, 1 | 
must recur to the main point, that here is an open | 
attempt to enforce the previous question without 
any rule of the Senate, and to press the previous | 
question against the rule. It is admitted that it is | 
to cut off all amendments; it is admitted to be the 
previous question in a different form, and it is even 
treated as a factious attempt to arrest the enforce- 
ment of the previous question here; to cut off all | 
amendments where there is no rule to authorize 
them. I am opposed to this course, and deter- 
mined to resist it as long as the parliamentary law 
permits me. Lunderstand that the Senate declines 
to give instructions to this committee; but I have 
a parliamentary right to offer them; and, when 
they are offered, there is no way to get rid of them | 
but by a vote uponthem. That is all. I havea | 
right to offer them. The rules are not altered. 
‘The Senator from Kentucky has got a resolve 
adopted, but that cannot alter the rules. of the 
Senate. They cannot be altered by a side move; 
they cannot be altered, pending a question, for the 
purpose of cutting off debate. Rules must be 
known, and they must be adopted beforehand; 
and if they are to be altered, there must be notice 
given that they are to be altered; and the process 
must be gene through in a regular manner. The 





rules of the Senate cannot be overturned; they || 


cannot be obliterated; they cannot be expunged 
by a vote adopted in the progress of a case that 
the Senate will do a thing contrary to the existing 
rule. Sir, the motion of the honorable Senator 
from Kentucky, and which has been adopted, is | 
a motion to overrule the rules of the Senate; to 

trample the rules of the Senate under foot for the | 
purpose of stifling debate; for the purpose of cut- 
ting of amendments; and when we come to these | 
amendments we will see whether or not they are | 
abstractions, which have been made the root of 
all the agitation that has taken place in the United | 
States. Sir, | intend by these amendments to cut 
at the root of all that agitation, and to cut up the 
whole address of the southern members, by which 
the country was thrown into a flame. I mean to 


show that there was no foundation for any such 
thing; that is, | mean to offer a proposition upon 
which the votes will show that there has been a 
cry of ** wolf,’ when there was no wolf; that the 
country has been alarmed without reason, and 
ayainst reason; that there is no design in the Con- | 


But the question that | 





gress of the United States to encroach upon the | 


nor to oppress them upon the subject of their in- 
| stitutions. 











| presence here to-day, in the hearing of the friends 
of that distinguished statesman associated with || ! ! t lew 

| the one along which the Senator from Missourt was ad- 
|| vancing. On seeing him advancing, I simply glided towards 


| will be objects of general loathing and erred 
e 


rights of the South, nor to aggress upon the South, 


opportunity of showing that all this alarm has | 
been without foundation; and I further propose to | 
give to the people of the United States the highest | 
declaration that can be given upon earth, that they 
have been disturbed about nothing; and when we | 
come to that part of the question, we will see 


I propose, sir, to give the Senate an || 


| oldest member of the Senate—the 


| 
| 


| 


| suddenly risen from his seat and advan 


whether they are abstractions or not; and if these || 


are abstractions, then the country has been alarmed | 
about abstractions. In the mean time, Mr. Presi- 
dent, | propose my amendments, and I ask that | 
a separate vote may be taken upon each of the | 
fourteen. 
Mr. FOOTE. Mr. President, I think 
Mr. BUTLER. Will the Senator from Mis- | 





April 17, 


~ he 
father of the 


Senate. On @ late occa. 


sion 

{Here Mr. Foote, who occupies a seq 
outer circle, in front of the Vice Presid 
retreated backwards down the aisle, 
chair of the Vice President, with a 
hand. Mr. Benton, 


By a gentleman who, 





ton the 
ent’s chair, 
towards the 
Pistol in his 
a moment before, having 

Ss 
ced by the 


aisle, outside the bar, towards him, following him 


| into the aisle down which the Senator from Mis 


| Mr. Benton was followed and arrested } 


sissippi allow me to say one word? | 


Mr. FOOTE. Certainly; I yield with great | 
pleasure to the honorable Senator from South 


Carolina {i 


Mr. BUTLER. I wish to say to the Senator | 
from Missouri, that if he supposes that the south- 
ern people are to be satisfied with votes upon tru- | 
isms, or which all the country should regard as 
such, he is mistaken. He is equally mistaken, if 
he supposes votes of that kind are to be salety- 
valves for the dangerous and aggressive agitations 
of the North. Sir, the Senator must see as plain- 
ly as 1 do, that there is danger—that this thing 
has progressed to such lengths, that it will be but | 
a feeble palliative to quiet it, to offer a resolution | 
which merely declares that Congress has no right | 
to interfere with slavery in the States; that the | 
South and the whole country is in no danger, and | 
that all the agitation is caused by the Southern Ad- 
dress. 
thing, which may reach further than he supposes, | 
is to be cut up by the roots by votes of this kind. | 
We may differ as to the extent of the danger, 


but this is not to be the safety-valve by which || 


itis to be avoided. Gentlemen will not satisfy 
the South, | can assure them, by any such decla- 
rations. 

Mr. FOOTE, The Senate will bear witness to 
the fact that I have endeavored to avoid discussion 
and controversy on this question. 
lieved, and I yet believe, that the time has come | 
when all true patriots should unite in the pure | 
spirit of fraternal conciliation and compromise for 


should feel it their bounden and imperious duty to || 


do all in their power to quiet excitement, and save | 
the Republic from that danger which all of us do | 
know has environed it for the last six or eight | 
months. I repeat, that I did not come here this 
morning in the expectation of saying a word; and 


especially would I not be heard referring to any- | 


thing emanating from a certain quarter, after what | 
has occurred here, but for what I conceive to be a 
direct attack upon myself and others with whom 
[am proud to stand associated. We all know 
the history of the Southern Address, and the world 
knows its history. 
of a band of patriots, worthy of the highest laud- | 
ation, and who will be held in veneration when 
their calumniators, no matter who they may be, | 


Who is the author of the Southern Address ? 

is known to the world. The late illustrious Sen- 
ator trom South Carolina, whose decease a nation 
now mourns, and over whose untimely death 
every good man in all Christian countries, at the | 
present time, is now lamenting—is the author, | 
and the sole author, of that address. In our 


him in that holy work, that address is denounced 
with great appearance of deliberation, as fraught | 
with mischief, and as having supplied food for the | 
agitation and excitement which has involved our | 
institutions in dangers from which they had to be | 
rescued by the efforts of others hostile to the prop- 
ositions of that address, and who did not partici- 


pate in its preparation. Those who were associ- 
ated with and sanctioned that address, are charged 
with being agitators. And by whom? With whom 
does such an accusation as this originate? 1 shall 
not be personal, after the lesson | have already re- 
ceived here. I intend to be, in a parliamentary 
sense, perfectly decorous in all things. But by 
whom is this extraordinary denunciation hurled | 
against all those individuals who subscribed this 


address? By a gentleman Jong denominated the 





I have be- || 


It is the history of the action || 


| was brought back to his seat; but, breaking a 
from Mr. Donae, of Wiscongin, who sought 
_cibly to detain him, he advanced again towards 
|| Mr. Foore, who stood near the Vice President's 


sissippi had retreated. Ina moment almost ever 

Senator was on his feet, and calls to “ order.” de. 
mands for the Sergeant-at-Arms; requests that Sen, 
ators would take their seats, from the Chair ind 
from individual Senators, were repeatedly wate 
Doper, of Wisconsin, and, in the eoifasion ok 
excitement which prevailed, he was heard to ex. 
claim, from time to time: ‘I have no pistols!» 
“Let him fire !’? “ Stand out of the way!” « 

have no pistols!” f disdain to carry arms!” 
‘Stand out of the way, and let the assassin fire 1 


While making these exclamations, Mr. Benroy 


way 
for- 


chair, on the right-hand side, surrounded by a 
number of Senators, and others not members of 
the Senate. Mr. Dickinson took the pistol from 
the hand of Mr. Foore, and locked it up in his 
desk, and Mr. Foore, on the advice of Mr. Bry. 


| LER, returned to his seat. ]* 


i 


The VICE PRESIDENT directed that Sena. 


‘- || tors and spectators should be,seated; and 
He is mistaken if he supposes that this || f - , a 


was partially restored. 

Mr. DICKINSON. Mr. President, whatis the 
question before the Senate? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
the appeal from the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I should like to hear the 
question again stated, as 1 do not remember pre- 
cisely what it was. 

(There was still much confusion prevailing at 
this time in the Senate. ] 





*A CARD.—In the report of the unhappy occurrence 


|| which took place on yesterday in the Senate, I regret to per- 


the settlement of these questions; and that they ceive one or two slight inaccuracies, which 1 hope you will 


promptly correct. The inaccuracies alluded to are not in 
the report of the dehate, which is one of the most accurate 


|| L ever saw, but in the following statement: 


(‘‘ Here Mr. Foote, who occupies a seat on the outer cir- 


|, cle, in front of the Vice President’s chair, retreated back- 
| * wards down thetaiste, towards the chair of the Vice Pres- 
| “ident, with a pistol in his hand; Mr. Benron, a moment 


* before, having suddenly risen from his seat and advanced 
“ by the aisle, outside the bar, towards him, following him 
‘into the aisle down which the Senator from Mississippi 
“had retreated. In amomentalmost every Senator was on 


| * his feet, and calls to ‘order ;? demands for the Sergeant- 


*¢ at-Arms; requests that Senators would take their seats, 


| from the Chair and from individual Senators, were repeat- 


| 


“edly made. Mr. Benron was followed and arrested by 
“ Mr. Dope@e, of Wisconsin, and, in the confusion and ex- 
*¢ citement which prevailed, he was heard to exclaim, troin 
* time totime: ‘I have no pistols!’ ¢ Lethim fire!’ ‘Stand 


|| © out of the way? ‘I have no pistols !? ‘I disdain to carry 


“arms! Stand out of the way, and let the assassin fire” 


| © While making these exclamations, Mr. Benron was 


} 
| 


| 
| 
| 
} 
j 


“ brought back to his seat; but breaking away from Mr. 
“ Dove, of Wisconsin, who sought forcibly to detain him, 
“ he advanced again towards Mr. Foote, who stood ncar 
“the Vice President’s chair, on the right-hand side, sur- 
* rounded by a number of Senators and others not members 
*‘of the Senate. Mr. Dickinson took the pistol froin the 
* hand of Mr. Foorr, and locked it vp in his desk, and Mr. 
* Foore, on the advice of Mr. Butter, returned to his 
 seat.?’] 

Now, as to the “retreat” spoken of, it was simply @ move- 
ment ia a line —which made something like aright angle with 


the alley leading from the Secretary’s chair to the door, ti- 
tending to take a defensive attitude, and then await any a 
sault which might be made. I could not have doue other 
wise, without, in a certain event, endangering tbe lives 0! 
unofiending persons. You seem to represent myself as be- 
ing pursued by my antagonist down a narrow alley. Ifyou 
allude to the alley along which I walked in order to take 
my defensive attitude alluded to, you are in error, as the 
person alluded to did not even reach my seat, nor even gel 
more than something like half-way from his seat to mine. 
The faat is, that L neither retreated from, nor advanced 
upon, the Senator referred to: L simply advanced to a con- 
venient position for purposes of defence. You say “Mr. 
Dickinson took the pistol from the hand of Mr. Foorte- 

This is true, but [ would add, that it was cheerfully suren- 
dered ot: application being made for it, and upon seeing thet 
1 was no longer in danger of being assaulted. I regret (ha 
I have deemed it necessary to make this explanation, but 

did not know how to avoid it. H. 8. FOOTE. 

“April 18, 1850, 
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1850. 
“ur. CLAY: I hope that order will be pre- 
a“ ‘BENTON. Weare not going to get off | 

aie way. A pistol has been rought here to | 
vaassinate me, Theseoundrel bad no reason to | 
‘scalk | was armed, for I carry nothing of the kind, | 


“FOOTE. I brought it here to defend my- | 


— BENTON. Nothing of the kind, sir. It | 
<q false imputation. I carry nothing of the kind, | 
and no assassin hasa right to draw a pistol on me. 

Several SENATORS. ‘* Order,” * order.”’ 

Mr. BENTON. It is a mere pretext of the 
jsaassin. Will the Senate take notice of it, or | 
shall 1 be foreed to take notice of it by going and | 
veting @ weapon myself? A pistol has been | 
brought here and drawn upon me by an assassin. | 
"The VICE PRESIDENT. Senators will be | 


— FOOTE. Mr. President 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Senators will be 
nleased to suspend their remarks until order is re- 
sored. Senators are requested to be seated, 
Mr. CLAY. Mr. President—— 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Business cannot 
proceed until order is restored. 
Mr. HALE. I hope order will be kept in the 





galleries. 

"The VICE PRESIDENT. There is.too much | 
noise in the galleries. Quiet and order must. be 
estored. 

Mr. FOOTE. May I proceed in order? 

Mr. BENTON. 1 demand that the Senate shall 
take immediate cognizance of the fact of this pis- 
tol having been brought here to assassinate me, 
under the villainous pretext that I was armed—the 
pretext of every assassin who undertakes to con- | 
stitute a case of self-defence when laying out the 
death of his victim. Will the Senate notice it, or | 
shall I myself, for it shall not pass. I will not be | 
satisfied here. 

Mr. FOOTE. If my presenting a pistol here 
has been understood as anything except the neces- 
sary means of self-defence, after threats of per- 
sonal chastisement, it is doing me a wrong. I 
saw him advancing towards me, and I took it for 
eranted he was armed; for had I thought other- 
wise, f should have stopped to meet him in that 
narrowalley. But I supposed that he was armed, 
and therefore | determined to take ground where I 
could meet him more fairly, and I drew out the 
pistol and was ready to fire it in self-defence. I 
have never sought any man’s life, nor gone in 
quest of any man with a view of taking his life. 
No, sir, never. My life has been a defensive one 
from my boyhood. 1 mention it, not from the 
imputations that have been thrown out here, but 
that all the Senators present and the American 
public, who may hear of this thing, may be wit- 
nesses of the fact, that whilst | was making a per- 
fectly parliamentary speech, threatening language 
was used, menacing gestures indulged in, and an 
advance made towards me, with the view, as I 
supposed, of putting violent designs into effect. 
| therefore retreated a few steps, with a view to 
get elbow room to act in my own defence, and not 
toshoot him. So help me God, such alone was 
my intention. 

8 President, I suppose I may now proceed in 
order, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator will 
suspend his remarks for a moment. 

Mr. HALE. I have sat here supposing that 
some older Senator than myself—— 

Mr. FOOTE. 1 have the floor. 

Mr. HALE. I rise to a privileged question; 
not to make a motion, but to ask the Senate 
whether it is not due to itself that this subject 
should be investigated ? 

Mr. FOOTE. 1 court it. 

Mr. HALE. I have merely suggested = 





some such action should be taken. God knows 
that it is the last duty I desire to perform—among, 
a8 lam, the very youngest men on this floor—to 
make any motion; but I should feel that I was un- 
Worthy of a seat on this floor if I tacitly allowed 
“transaction of this kind to occur here, and go 
Without the investigation of a committee of this 
body; and [ think the Senate owes it to itself to 
Proceed instanter towards such a step. Having 
made the suggestion, I leave it to older, wiser, and 
sager heads than my own to make the motion, 
though, if nobody else does, I wil! do it myself. 


‘ 


|| assassin about me. 
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Mr. BORLAND. So far from thinking it so 
serious a matter that the Senate are called upon to 
take notice of it, | think it a very ridiculous affair, 
of which the Senate should rather feel ashamed, 
and say as little about it as possible. 
young member of the Senate, and one perhaps of 
the least experience, but to my mind there was not 
— on foot at all. 

re 


know my own heart and intentions, and some- 
thing of my own charaeter, I have nothing of the 


personal attacks, never. My most intimate per- 
sonal friends have never heard me indulge in any 
such language. So help me God, | came here this 
morning with no intention to dispute, but with 
the desire to endeavor to settle these great questions 
in such a manner as would conduce to the welfare 
of the country. It is my earnest desire that this 


matter shall be investigated; and I wish to state, | 


in advance, that if it can be proved, by construc- 
tion or declaration, in any shape or form, that I 
armed myself for the purpose of attacking the 
Senator from Missouri, with the purpose of assas- 
sination, as charged—if even a cause for suspicion 
is made out against me—I beg that | may be ex- 
pelled from this Senate, of which [ should hold 
myself unworthy to be a member. Yes, sir; | 


|| say that if there is even a cause for suspicion es- 


tablished, I desire that such a course may be pur- 
sued towards me. But, so help me Heaven, being 
threatened with chastisement, and being informed 
that | was likely to be attacked, and resolving, 
under no such circumstances, to make the attack 
myself, | simply prepared to resist any attack. 
And when I thought the attack was about to be 
made, instead of putting the lives of my friends in 
danger, I simply advanced for the purpose of de- 
fending myself. And if the Senator had advanced 
down the alley for the purpose of attacking me, 
such was my intention. And I repeat, that if any 


|| Senator has the least ground of suspicion, so far as 


Iam concerned, of my motives, or that my con- 
duct was unworthy of a Senator or of my constit- 
uents, | earnestly desire this committee of investi- 
gation. 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin. 
deeply 
which has just occurred. 


acter that this body has ever maintained for peace 


transpired should be referred to a committee, that 
it may be fully investigated and reported upon. It 
should be properly understood by ourselves and by 
the people of the United States. Sir, L have known 


the Senator from Missouri intimately for thirty- | 


five years, and | have never known him to carry 
arms, though I have always believed him to be a 
man who would use them when necessary, and on 


a proper occasion, and defend himself under any |, 
When he rose and ad- | 


and all circumstances. 
vanced in the direction of the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi, being one of his old friends, [ went up to 


him to prevent, if possible, any difficulty in the | 
Senate, believing, as a member of this body, that | 
it was my duty to attempt to keep the peace, and | 


to see that no act was done on the part of either 
gentleman that would have a tendency to disturb 
it. Tam friendly to both, but the Senator from 
Missouri has been my bosom friend for thirty-five 


years, and t will stand by him on all occasions | 
and in any situation in which he may be placed || 
I say, | am not unfriendly to either | 


on earth. 
gentleman, but | am one of those who believe that 
the Senate is not the proper place to settle difficul- 
tiesof thischaracter. If gentlemen choose to fight, 
they will find plenty of room out of the Senate 
chamber; the streets are large, the neighboring 


grounds are spacious, but the respect we owe to | 
the country and to ourselves should prevent the | 


occurrence of such scenes in the Senate chamber. 


Sir, a due regard for the respect and dignity of | 
the Senate constrains me to urge, in the strongest | 


terms, that the subject be referred to a committee 
for investigation, and such action as this body may 
deem to be due to its own character. 


1 have nothing to say about the violence of the | 


scene or the drawing of the pistol. These are 


their own affairs, and are matters that they must | 
decide upon their own responsibility; but, for the | 


honor of this body, and for the honor of the whole 
country, | am certain that these things should be 
stopped. We ought to have an end to wrangling 


I have never threatened any | 


|| present. 


Mr. President, I | 
deplore the we and violent scene | 

do think that itis due | 
to the dignity of the Senate, and to the high char- | 
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| and to personalities; we were sent here for greater 
| and for nobler purposes. The Senate of the United 
| States. has heretofore been considered as one of the 
| most dignified and decorous bodies of men in the 
world, and we owe it to ourselves to vindicate the 
| Senate from the disrepute, so far as it can be done, 


|| which attaches to it in. consequence of a scene like 


| this. [hope lam not troublesome. It is not often, 
FOOTE. So far as IT am concerned, if I 


Mr. President, that | trespass on the time of the 
| Senate, and | would have greatly preferred that 
| any other Senator should have moved in this mat- 

ter. I feel that it ought not to be permitted to 

pass in silence. No one can regret more than I do 
| that such an occurrence should have transpired in 
this hall, between two members of the body and 
of the same political party; but as such is unhap- 


| pily the fact, I wish to see everything presented in 


a fair and proper point of view. I move you, then, 
sir, that a committee of five be appointed by the 
Chair to investigate the whole matter, and report 
all the facts to the Senate. 

Mr. MANGUM. I have drawn up very hastily 
a resolution on this subject. [ concur entirely 
with every remark | have heard fal) from the Sen- 
ator from Wisconsin, and | have drawn up a reso- 

| lution proposing that a committee of seven should 
_ be appointed. 
| Mr. DODGE. [accept of that number. 

Mr. MANGUM. I myself decline to serve as 
one of the members of the committee, but the 
honorable Senator. fram Wisconsin | hope will be 
placed at the head of it. ‘The resolution is: 

Resolved, That a committee of seven be appointed to in- 
vestigate the disorder of to-day in the Senate, and that they 
report to the Senate what befits the occasion, and have 
power to examine witnesses and take testimony in the case. 

Will the honorable Senator accept this in lieu of 
his motion? 

Mr. DODGE. It presents my views exactly, 

_and I very willingly accept it. 
Mr. CLAY. fi should have risen earlier, sir, 
but from a personal duty which I will not name at 
I think the course which has been pro- 
posed a very proper one. ‘The facts which unfor- 
tunately occurred were within the observation of 
| most of the Senators, | suppose. 1 was not look- 
ing on at the moment, for my attention was drawn 
from that part of the body. But I think the reso- 
lution does not go far enough. I think the two 
Senators who have been placed in an unpleasant 


|| relation towards each other ought to be placed 
and good order, that the matter which has just || 


| under an obligation to keep the peace, and for that 


|| purpose that they should either voluntarily or 


otherwise go before some magistrate of the city, 
or that both of them in their places here should 
pledge themselves—which would be more gratify- 
ing to me—not to pursue this matter, at any rate, 
during the session of the Senate, further than what 
| occurred to-day. If the Senators will make such 
|| promise to the Senate, I shall be extremely happy. 

Mr. BENTON. I have done nothing upon 
God Almighty’s earth to authorize any man to 
|, charge me with a breach of the peace, and I will 
rot in jail before | will give a promise admitting that 
the charge is true. Il regret nothing. It is lying 
and cowardly to undertake to impute to me the 
bearing of arms here, in order to justify the use 
| of them upon me. I have done nething, and | 
|| will rot in jail before I will give a promise which 
admits, by implication, that I have been guilty of 
a breach of the peace. 

Mr. CLAY. My ebservations did not relate to 
the past, but to the future. 1 did not pretend to 
| say whether either of the parties or both are in 
|| fault. I merely expressed a wish in reference to 
‘| the future, and without reference to the past, that 

the two Senators should come under some legal 
|| or personal obligation not to push this matter 
\| further. 

Mr. FOOTE. Mr. President—— 

Several Senators. Be cool. 

Mr. FOOTE. I am perfectly cool, and I feel 
the gravity of the occasion as deeply as others. [ 
have only this to say: | am a Constitution-loving 
man, and I know my constitutional rights, both in 
‘| my place in the Senate and elsewhere. I have 
|| never threatened a human being with personal 
attacks in my life, and of course 1 have never 
'| executed a threat of that kind in my life. I have 
never worn arms to make an attack on any persen, 
and have nevey worn arms at all in the Senate 
except when menaced, as | was the other day in 
the Senate with acudgel. My friends urged upon 
| me that, being diminutive in size and quite feeble in 
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health, { should at least wear arms for my own 
defence. It was a novel thing to me, for | am not 
in the habit of doing it, and I put on arms, sup- 
posing it possible that I mignt be attacked after | 
what had occurred, simply for the purpose of || 
defending myself. Having a constitutional right 
to bear arms for my own defence, I have merely | 
exercised that right. 

Mr. MANGUM. Will the Senator give way | 
for a moment? 

Mr. FOOTE. Certainly. 

Mr. MANGUM. I move that the doors of the 
Senate be closed. 

Several Senators. Oh, no. 

Mr. FOOTE. I hope not; I hope my friend 
will not do me that injustice. 1 hope he will with- 
draw the motion. 

Mr. SEWARD, (in his seat.) No, you are 
right; insist upon it, 

Mr. FOOTE. I beg my friend will not insist 
upon it, when a public explanation is necessary to 
myself. 

Mr. MANGUM. Well, I will withdraw it. 

Mr. FOOTE. Now, I say again that [ shall 
always wear arms, when [ suppose | am in danger, 
for the purpose of self-defence alone. I have 
never assailed young or old in my life, by any 
menace of violence or any actual attacks. It 1s 
oniy when I am threatened with danger that I 
wear arms. | have always preferred a different 
mode of settling such matters, and | have kept the 
door wide open for the purpose of avoiding such 
scenes as have occurred in this body to-day. In 
reply to the Senator from Kentucky, who is enti- 
tled to the respect and veneration of all, and whose 
reputation for chivalry in this country is as high 
as for his patriotism and eloquence, | have no hesi- 
tation in saying that [should deem it unjust to 
myself, and highly improper, to admit in the least 
degree that | wore arms for the purpose of attack- 
ing any one,or that | could form a scheme for the 
purpose of attacking any one, or that | had done 
anything towards forming a scheme for violence in 
this affair. With what occurred some time ago, 1 
am satisfied. What occurred to-day, ! attach very 
litde importance to, I never make attacks on any 
member of the Senate; but I simply stand prepared 
to defend myselfagainst dangers whenever they ex- 
hibit themselves. I shall seek, for reasons known 
to honorable Senators, no further remedy than the 
present hour affords, in connection with this affair; 
yet I stand on ground that would compel me, asa 
man of honor, to do and perform whatever | 
might be invited to do on that field. 

| suppose there must be action on the proposi- 
tion of the Senator from North Carolina, before [ 
can proceed with my remarks on the general ques- 
tion, 

Mr. DICKINSON. That my own action may 
not be misunderstood, I wish to say a word. I 
have been a member of this body for six years, 
and my own course in this matter, by those who 
know me, will be well understood. [I called the 
attention of the Chair to the business before the 
Senate; and, on account of a remark made by the 


~ 


I 


| mouths, will magnify the occurrence tenfold. 


| setting history right, and of informing the public | 
exactly what took place, that | made the sugges- | 








mistaken. Very soon after that—there was an 
amicable arrangement between us, and there is no 
gentleman, either of the Senate or the House, to 


whom I have been more indebted for the exercise | 


of kindness and courtesy, or with whom I have 
had more pleasant intercourse—than the Senator 
from Mississippi. 

I deem this statement due to myself, from the 


nature of the suggestions | threw out when I was || 
This thing cannot be smothered. We | 


up before. 
cannot, like the ostrich, imagine that by shutting 
our eyes we are concealed from the whole world. 


body saw what transpired, and the news of this 


transaction is already traveling with lightning || 


speed over the telegraph wires to the remotest 
borders of the Republic. And can we expect to 
conceal the fact now that menaces have been used 
and arms exhibited within the American Senate? 
It is idle. Nor should we shut our ears to the 
fact, that Madame Rumor, with her hundred 
It 
is not impossible that even now it may have been 
rumored in the city of St. Louis that several Sen- 
ators are dead and weltering in their blood on the 
floor of the Senate. ‘That is not an extravagant 
supposition. And it was for the purpose not only 
of vindicating the character of the Senate, but of 


tion, which | was happy to see seconded by the 
Senators from Wisconsin and North Carolina. 

In conclusion, I beg most sincerely that, in the 
event of the appointment of such a committee, 
although L first suggested it, | may not be put on 
it myself. 

Mr. BORLAND. I was well aware, as the 
gentleman has informed us, that the eyes of the 
world are upon the Senate, and that all that was 
done here was seen by the spectators in the gal- 
leries and lobbies; and for that very reason I 
thought it unnecessary to have any committee of 
invesugation on the subject. | do not see the use 
of an investigation, or what is to be gained by 
it. Everybody knows what was done; and | 


suppose the reporters for the Senate have written || 


down what was seid. Then what is the use of an 
investigation? I do not attach as much import- 
ance as others seem to do to this matter; for, 
really, | did not apprehend there was any danger. 
I have seen no cause to apprehend any danger. 


| On the subject of the dignity of the Senate, al- 
_though one of its youngest members, I feel as 
| much interest as any man; and in my short ser- 
| vice, | believe L have never committed any breaches 


Senator from Missouri that the matter was not to | 
be thus disposed of, allow me to say, that my ob- | 
point the committee. 


ject was to call Senators to their places, and to 


restore immediate order in the Chamber. | had no || 


expectation or desire that this matter was to be 
overlooked. It is altogether too grave an affair, 
and | concur entirely in the motion of the Senator 
from Wisconsin, and his suggestion as to the pro- 
priety of mvesugating this affair. So much for my 
own action, 

Mr. BENTON, TI have just a word for the 
Senator from New York, which | should throw in 
here. When I saw that the Senator called to 
order, it struck me that he desired to proceed with 
business as if nothing had happened, and I did 
not choose that the subject should be passed over 
quite so lightly as that. 

Mr. HALE. A single remark on the course | 
have pursued I certainly have no personal feel- 
ings to gratify; none in the least. I do not know 
that there is a human being in the city against | 
whom I have just cause for enmity and difference; 
and I may take this occasion to say, what I have 
never before had a proper occasion to say, that 
from the hard knocks which passed between the | 
Senator from Mississippi, soon after his entrance 
into the Senate, and which formed the subject of 
newspaper comment at the ume, if any suppose 
there is not the best feelings between us they are 





of the peace, or of the rules of order; and L trust 
I never shall. If 1 have difficulues of this char- 
acter to settle, 1 shall certainly seek another place 
to settle them. 

The resolution proposed by Mr. Mancum was 
then adopted. 


Mr. MANGUM. I hope it will be entered upon | 


the Journal as having passed unanimously. I 
move that the Chair appoint the committee, with 
this remark, that | have no purpose to serve on it 
myself. 

It was accordingly ordered that the Chair ap- 


Mr. CLAY. Mc. President, it is always very 
unpleasant for me to differ with the presiding offi- 
cer. If I can accomplish my object equally as 


well in any other mode, | will withdraw my mo- | 


tion, and move, by way of amendment to the va- 
rious propositions of the Senator from Missouri, 
the very amendment which the Senate has before 
adopted to-day. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair does 


| not understand the motion of the Senator from 


Kentucky. 
Mr. CLAY. The Senator from Maine moves 
to except California; the Senator from Missouri 


offers fourteen instructions as an amendment to || 


| that motion; and | now move as an amendment to 


the instructions proposed by the Senator from Mis- 


eres the same amendment which | be- 


fore offered to-day, and which was adopted. 
Mr. FOOTE. Mr. President, I have one re- 
mark to make in conclusion of the speech which I 


|| was making some time ago, when I was inter- 


rupted. [ have but a single topic more to discuss. 
Mr. BUTLER. I trust my friend will give 


| way, so that | can move an adjournment. 
I certainly think it would be | 
| improper in me to give way without concluding, 


Mr. FOOTE. 
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1 The Clerk elect of the House of Re 
The galleries were filled with spectators; every- || 
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| unless my friends think it better tha 


tI show 
pone my remarks till to-morrow. should pou. 
Several Senarons. Yes, yes. 
Mr. FOOTE according! 


gave ° 
On motion by Mr. BUY way; when 


r'LER, the Senate ad. 





| HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVE, 


Tuurspay, April 18, 1850, 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved 


presenta. 
» WasS quali. 
desk, — 
ACCOUNTS OF THE LATE CLERK, 
The SPEAKER rose and said, he desired ¢ 
suggest to the House, that in consequence of the 
death of the late Clerk, and the election of new 
officer to supply his place, it would be right and 
| proper, as an act of justice alike to the late incum. 
| bent and to the present one, that the House should 
direct the Committee on Accounts, or some other 
committee, to attend to and supervise the setile. 
ment of the accounts of the late officer, so ag to 
separate them from those of the new one, The 
| House was aware that there was a large contin. 
gent fund under the direction of the Clerk, and a 
settlement of the accounts ought to be made under 
some committee authorized by the House to act, 
Mr. McCLBRNAND said, he would move tha: 
the Committee on Accounts be directed to super. 
_vise the settlement of the accounts of the late 
Clerk. 


It was ordered accordingly. 
DOORKEEPER AND POSTMASTER. 
Mr. LITTLEFIELD rose and said that he 


| desired to offer a privileged resolution; and that 
as he had not made any hour speech this Session, 
and seldom troubled the House, he desired to bye 
allowed briefly to state the object of his resolution, 
which related to the organization of the House, 
_and was purely of a practical and business char- 
acter. 
No objection being made, 
Mr. L. proceeded. It is admitted on all hands 
_ that we have not elected any Doorkeeper or Post- 
master this session; and it is at least doubtful 
whether we have any persons who are legally 
| authorized to perform the duties of those offices, 
| The most that can be said is, that the persons now 
| performing the duties of those offices do so b 
| sufferance. They hold their places by a doubtful 
| tenure. I desire that it shall no longer be said 
that the House of Representatives of the thirty- 
first Congress is unable to elect its own officers, 
| My resolution, if adopted, will complete the or- 
ganization of the House, and remove all doubt 
as to the right of those holding the offices of Door- 
keeper and Postmaster to exercise the duties per- 
| taining to their offices. My proposition is liberal 
| to the Whig side of the House, and I anticipate 
/no objection from that quarter. My own aide of 
the House can well afford to be liberal. We have 
now the Speaker and Clerk of the House, and if 
_my resolution is adopted, we shall have the Post- 
_master; giving our opponents the Doorkeeper 
| only. Now let us be liberal to the extent int: 
| mated. I hope there will be no objection from 
|| this (the Democratic) side of the House. 

I will add one more remark, if the House will 
indulge me. I congratulate the Democracy of the 
/country that the Democratic members of this 
House, from the North and South, East and 
| West, are again side by side and shoulder to 
shoulder, as was exhibited yesterday in the suc- 
cessful contest for Clerk. 

1 have now not only dismissed what little of 
fear I have had of a dissolution of the Union, 
but all apprehension | have had of a dissoluuon 
of the Democratic party. 

Mr. L. then sent to the Clerk’s table the follow- 
ing resolution, which was read for information. 
| Resolved, That Robert E. Horner, of New Jersey, be and 
| he hereby is declared duly elected Doorkeeper of this 
| House; and John M. Juhnson, of Virginia, be and he here- 
| by is declared duly elected Postmaster of this House, 

oe respective offices until others are chosen in thei! 
|| stead. 

The resolution having been read, 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, rose and ob- 
jected to its introduction. ; j 

The SPEAKER. The resolution is not in or- 
der, except by unanimous consent. Objection has 
|| been made, and the resolution therefore is not 10 


tives, R. M. Youna, Esq., appeared 
| fied, and took his seat at the Clerk’s 
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because no motion to suspend the rules is | 





aa onthisday. This decision is made under | 
! 


decision heretofore made by the House. The 
a i heretofore decided that this was a privileged 
( ina which could be acted on at any time. 
The House overruled that decision, as the record | 
of the House will show; and under that decision 
yaction can be had upon the subject out of its 
result order. The Chair therefore rules the res- 
olution to be out of order. ; 

Mr. LITTLEFIELD addressed the Chair. 

Mr. MEADE rose, he said, to a question of 
order. He desired to know whether it was not in 
order for him to appeal from the decision of the 
Chair upon the resolution of the gentleman from 
Maine, (Mr. Lirtteriecp,] so as to give the 


House an opportunity to reverse its former de- | 


cision if it should think proper to do so? 

The SPEAKER. There is no doubt that the 
centleman has the right to appeal from the de- 
cision of the Chair, and the House can control 
the decision of the House upon this and all other 
questions. 

Mr. MEADE. Then I appeal from the de- 
cision, (believing that the decision of the Speaker 
in the first instance was correct,) to give to the 
House an opportunity of correcting its former de- 


cision. 


porter understood) that he desired that the de- 


c sion heretofore made should be corrected, becayse | 


he believed it to be erroneous, asked the yeas and 
nays on the appeal. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will state the 


question. The gentleman from Maine (Mr. Lir- | 


TLEFIELD] has offered a resolution declaring that 
the present Doorkeeper and Postmaster are elected 
to these offices for the present Congress. 

Mr. LITTLEFIELD, (interposing.) Until other 
officers shall be chosen. 

The SPEAKER, (continuing.) This resolution 
the Chair has ruled to be out of order, upon the 
ground that itis not a privileged question, nor a 
question of privilege. Such the Chair understood 
to have been the decision made by the House on 
a former occasion. From that decision the gen- 
tleman from Virginia [Mr. Meape] has appealed. 
And the question is, ** Shall the decision of the 
Chair stand as the judgment of the House?’’ 

Mr. HALL said he understood that the resolu- 
tion of the gentleman from Maine ({Mr. Lirtie- 


FIELD] proposed to elect these officers by resolu- | 


ion. Now, he (Mr. H.) submitted that the rule 
of the House required that the election should 
take place in a particular way—to wit: vivd voce, 
and upon nominations made. 


out of order. 
The SPEAKER stated that the resolution of 


the gentleman from Maine [Mr. LirtLeriecp] was || 
out of order, on the ground which had beenalready | 
The Chair would further 


stated by the Chair. 
state, in reply to the question raised by the gen- 
tleman from Missouri, [Mr. Hatt,] that, if the 
election of Doorkeeper and Postmaster were now 
in order, the resolution would not be in order 
in the form in which it was presented, because 


there was a standing rule of the House which re- || 


quired that the election of its officers should be 
vivd voce. 


doubt, as it was in accordance with the previous 
decisions of the Chair and of his predecessors. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, moved that 
the appeal be laid upon the table. 


The yeas and nays on that motion were asked, 
and refused. 


And the question, ‘* Shall this appeal be laid on 


the table???” was then taken, and decided in the | 


affirmative, without a division. 

So the appeal was laid upon the table. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, now sent to the 
Clerk’s table a resolution, which, he said, he de- 
sired to offer. 


The resolution was read for information, as fol- 
ows: 


Resolved, That the resolution heretofo-e passed by the 
House, postponing the election of Doorkeeper, be, and the 
ane is hereby, rescinded, and that the House proceed at 
Once to the election of a Doorkeeper. 

The resolution having been read, 

Mr. TOOMBS rose, and objected to its intro- 
duction, He submitted that it was out of order. 

The SPEAKER. 


the resolution is not in order. 


| Mr. BROWN. From that decision I appeal, 


Mr. McCLERNAND, remarking (as the re-_ 


The Chair had re- | 
peatedly decided that a resolution of this kind was | 


On this point the Chair entertained no | 


In the opinion of the Chait, | 
|| Mr. McMULLEN desired to be informed by | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





and | ask the yeas and nays, 

Mr. ‘TUCK moved that the appeal be laid upon 
the table. 

Mr. BROWN asked the yeas and nays on that 
motion. 

The SPEAKER stated the question and his de- 
cision. A former resolution of the House could 
not, the Speaker said, be rescinded in this mode. 
The resolution was not in the regular order of 
business, and could only be entertained by unan- 
imous consent, or under a suspension of the rules, 
/and no motion to suspend the rules for the intro- 
| duction of the resolution could be made this day. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, invited the Speak- 
| er to state his opinion upon the resolution as 
a question of privilege. Was not this (Mr. 
McL. asked) such a resolution as would have 
been presented as a privileged resolution under 
the opinion heretofore expressed by the Speaker 
/and overruled by the House? 
The SPEAKER said that, in his opinion, this 
| would not be a question of privilege under the de- 
cision heretofore given by him, and which had 
| been overruled by the House. ‘he Speaker had 
never ruled a resolution rescinding a former order 
| of the House to be either a question of privilege 
or a privileged question. The decision which the 
Speaker had made was this: that as the House 
had postponed to a day certain the election of 
these officers, the House could adopt a resolution 
providing that the duties of the respective offices 
should, in the interval, be discharged by certain 
persous. But, the Speaker repeated, the Chair 
had never ruled that a resolution to rescind the 
| former order was either a question of privilege or 
a privileged question. And this resolution did 
not come within the decision heretofore made. 

Mr. BROWN, (to the Speaker.) Can I, at 
this stage of the proceedings, withdraw my reso- 
lution ? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can with- 
draw his appeal from the decision of the Chair. 
| But the resolution itself has been decided to be 
out of order. 

Mr. BROWN. I withdraw the appeal. 

So the appeal was withdrawn. 


Mr. BROWN, (continuing.) And I offer the 
| resolution which | send to the Clerk’s table. 
| The resolution was read for information, as 
| follows: 
Resolved, That Robert E. Horner, the acting Doorkeeper 
of the House of Representatives, be, and he ts hereby, dis- 


missed; and that the House proceed immediately to the 
election of a Doorkeeper. 


The resolution having been read— 

The SPEAKER said the resolution is not in 
order. » 

Mr. BROWN. 
I ask the yeas and nays. 

Mr. TUCK moved that the appeal be laid upon 
the table. 

Mr. BROWN asked the yeas and nays. 
|| Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, (to the 
| Chair.) Will the Speaker be kind enough to 
state on what ground he has ruled this resolution 
to be out of order? 

The SPEAKER. The grounds are two. In 
| the first place, the resolution is out of order, be- 
cause it does not fall within the regular order of 
business, and has been decided by the House 
(overruling the decision of the Chair) to be neither 
a privileged question nor a question of privilege. 
| In the second place, the resolution is out of order, 
| because it proposes to go into the election of these 
officers while there is a resolution standing upon 
the Journal of the House providing that that elec- 
tion shall be held on a particular day. 

Mr. BOCOCK desired to suggest an inquiry for 
the consideration of the Chair. Suppose (he said) 
that a gentleman had been regularly elected one 
of the officers of this House, (say, for example, 
Sergeant-at-Arms,) and a member of the House 
submitted a motion to displace him from his office, 
would not such a motion be in order as a question 
of privilege? If such was the case, surely an in- 
dividual holding an office merely by acquiescence, 
| or on the sufferance of the House, could not stand 
in a stronger position than an officer elected in 
accordance with all the regular forms. 

The SPEAKER. All these remarks and in- 
, quiries are out of order. ‘I'he question is not de- 
batable. 


- 


I appeal from the decision, and | 


765 


the Speaker whether it would be in order to move 
a suspension of the rules? 

The SPEAKER. The motion to suspend the 
rules is notin order, An appeal has been taken 
trom the decision of the Chair, and the question ia 
on the motion to lay that appeal on the table. 

Mr. McMULLEN. Will such a motion be in 
order after the pending question has been decided ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot anticipate 
questions of order in this manner; but the Chair 
will state for the information of the gentleman, 
that upon this day no motion to suspend the rules 
for the introduction of any proposition will be in 
order. 

Mr. BRIGGS called for the regular order of 
business. 

Mr. OLDS desired to be informed by the Chair, 
whether, if a resolution were offered proposing to 
discharge the present Doorkeeper, that would not 
be a question of privilege? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has heretofore so 
decided; and that decision was overruled by the 
House. 

Mr. OLDS was understood to suggest that the 
House desired now to have an opportunity to re- 
verse its former decision, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot know that 
such is the desire of the House. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, desired to sub- 
mit a question to the Speaker. Had this House 
decided that a motion to discharge one of its offi- 
cers on the ground that there had been malfeasance 
in office was not a privilege question ?* 

The SPEAKER, That point was not made, 
and never has been made, so far as the knowledge 
of the Chair extends. 

Mr. STANTON. Well, sir, can the Speaker 
know what the object of the gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi (Mr. Brown] is, in moving to discharge 
the present officer? And does not the decision of 
the Chair cover too much ground? 

The SPEAKER. These interrogatories are in 
the nature of debate, and are, therefore, out ef 
' order. 

Mr. BROWN, (tothe Speaker.) 
draw my appeal. 

So the appeal waa withdrawn. 

Mr. BROWN, (continuing.) And I modify 
my resolution by striking out all after the word 

| **dismissed.” 

The resolution as modified was then read, and 
was as follows: 

Reso!ved, That Robert E. Horner, the acting Doorkeeper 


of the House of Representatives, be and he is bereby dis- 
missed. 


The SPEAKER. The resolution as now mod- 
ified, presents, in the opinion of the Chair, the 
precise question which was decided on a former 
occasion, whether this was a privileged question 
or a question of privilege; and the House, accord- 
ing to the recollection of the Chair, decided upon 

| two votes, and upon two occasions, that it was not. 
In conformity with that decision the Chair now 
rules this resolution to be out of order. 

Mr. BROWN appealed from the decision. 

| The SPEAKER. The question is, Shall the 
decision of the Chair stand as the judgment of 
the House ?’’ 


Mr. FOWLER moved that the appeal be laid 
upon the table. 

Mr. BROWN asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

And the question * Shall this appeal be laid ow 
the table?” was then taken, and decided in the neg- 
ative—yeas 80), nays 85; as follows: 


YEAS—Mesers. Alexander, Allen, Alston, Ashmun, Ba- 
ker, Bennett, Bowie, Briggs, Brooks, Chester Butler, E. 
Carrington Cabell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, 

| Chandler, Clingman, Cole, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, De- 
berry, Dickey, Dixon, Durkee, Fowler, Freedley, Gentry, 
Giddings, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Halloway, Hampton, 
Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Holmes, Howe, Kerr, Geo. 
G. King, J. A. King, P. King, Matteson, McKissock, F. EB. 
McLean, Meacham, Moore, Morton, Nel-on, Nes, Newel, 
Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Pheonix, Pitman, Rockwell, Rumsey, 
Sackett, Schermeshoru, Schooleratt, Shepperd, Silves 
ter, Spaulding, Sprague, Alexander H. Stephens, Thaddeus 
Stevens, Taylor, Thurman, ‘Toombs, Tuck, Underhill, Van 
Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, White, Wilson, and Winthrop—+o. 

NAYS—Messrs, Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bing!aim, Bis- 
sell, Bocock, Booth, Bowdon, Bowlin, Albert G. Brown, 
Win J. Brown, Buel, Jos. Cable, Campbeil, Carter, Cleve- 
land, W. R. WW. Cobb, Coleock, Dimick, Dunhzim, Edmund- 
son, Ewing. Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gorman. Hall, Hamilton, 
Hammond, Haralson, Harlan, Isham G Hor is, Sampson 
W. Harris, Tiomas L. Harris, Hoagiand, Howard. Hubbard, 
Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, 
La Sére, Leffler, Littlefield, Mason, McC ernand, MceDon- 
ald, MicDuwe!!, McLanahan, Robert M. McLane, MeMul- 





I now with- 














len, McQueen, a Meade, Milter, Morse, Olds, Orr, 


Parker, Peaslee, Peck, 
bins, Robinson Root, Ross, Savage, Seddon, Frederick P. 


Btanton, R. H. Stanton, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob | 


Thompson, James Thompson, William Thompson, Vena- 
bie, Walden, Wallace, Wellborn, Wiidrick, Wilmot, and 
Wood—S5, 


So the House decided that the appeal should not | 


be laid upon the table. 
And the question recurring, ‘‘ Shall the decision 
of the Chair stand as the judgment of the House?”’ 
Mr. TOOMBS (addressing the Chair) said, I 
believe the motion is debatable. 
The SPEAKER. The appeal is debateable. 
Mr. TOOMBS said the question now submitted 
to the Honse was, Has the resolution now on the 
table precedence over the general business of the 
House? That was the first question. If it were 
a question of) precedence, why was it so? He 
very much régretted to see the parliamentary law, 
especially now-a-days, regarded asa mere question, 
to be determined or to be set aside according to the 
olitical complexion of the majority of the House. 
Nothing could be more unfortunate for the coun- 
try or forthe deliberations of the House. ‘The ques- 
tion was above that of their Doorkeeper—a person 
for whom he probably felt as little concern as any 
gentleman in the House. But it became of very 
grave consequence that the House should determine 
upon its own law. 


otter, Powell, Richardson, Kob- | 


It concerned the rights and | 


wivileges of every member that the parliamentary | 


aw should be enforced; it concerned also the right 
of every officer of the House. It seemed there 


had been a majority of some five members against | 


laying this appeal on the table; thus seeming to | 


sostain the prineiple that the Doorkeeper of the 
House could be discharged at any moment and 


without any charges brought against him—that the | 


proposition should be received as a question of 
wivilege. Suppose that to-morrow a majority of 
wee or even of one, could be found in favor of it, 
it would be competent for that majority, under the 
principle which was now sanctioned here, to turn 
out the Speaker and every officer of the House. 
They could do it according to the decision formerly 
made by the Speaker and overuled by the House; 
and so far as he (Mr. 'T.) was concerned, if that 
principle were to be established in this House, he 
Ppewid be in favor of carrying it out. 

He desired to know whether the law of Par- 
liament should govern this House, or whether it 
should be left to the unbridled license of a mere 
majority, Was there any parliamentary law— 
were the rules of the House, made in pursuance of 


the Constitation, binding upon the consciences of || 


gentlemen on this floor? It was a question which 
concerned the vital interests of the Republic— 
which was intimately connected with the welfare 
of the nation. He wished it decided. If there 
were no binding force in their rules—if gentlemen 
of the majority desired to act upon lawless princi- 
ples, let it be understood; he was prepared for it. 

He eaid, then, that this was not a privileged 
question—that it had not precedence over the regu- 
lar order of business, first, because it was not so 
stated in the rules, because it had no place in the 
calendar over other business; and second, this be- 
ing the case, If it were a privileged question—a 
question having precedence over other questions— 
it must be so solely because it was a question of 
privilege. This the Speaker had decided it to be, 
and the decision had been overruled by the House. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, interposed, and 
said he would suggest to the gentleman from Geor- 
gia, that the debate upon this question should take 
place, not upon the appeal, but upon the question 
whether this was a privileged quesuon—in other 
words, he submitted that the appeal was not de- 
batable. This was strictly a question of priority 
of business, and not debatable under the rules. 
The debate would properly arise upon the ques- 
tion, whether this was a question of privilege ? 

Mr. TOOMBS said, he would have no objection 
to postponing his remarks, if he could get the floor 
* again. But this was not a question of priority of 
business—priority was claimed for it as a question 
of privilege. That was one of the highest ques- 
tions which could be raised. 

TheSPEAKER,. The gentleman from Georgia 
will suspend his remarks. Does the gentleman 
from Maryland [Mr. McLane] eubmit the point 
of order, that the appeal is not debatable? 

Mr. McLANE. tes submit the point of order 
that the appeal is not debatable; that it was strictly 
a question of priority of business. 








everything they did within the sphere of their 
authority under the Constitution of the United 


| business. 


| next the Clerk; and until these two officers were 
| elected, the law of 1759 provided that they could 
| proceed to no other business. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL ‘GLOBE. 





The SPEAKER. The appeal raises the very | 
question suggested by the gentleman from Mary- || 
land, and the decision upon the appeal will deter- | 
mine whether or not this is a question of privilege. 
In the opinion of the Chair, this is the legitimate | 
place for the discussion and decision of the ques- | 
tion of privilege. 
Mr. TOOMBS resumed. An appeal, he said, 
was taken; and he held that the judgment of the 
Speaker was right, and that it was not a question 
of priority of busimess under the rule; but it was 
sought to give it priority as a question of privilege. 
On what ground, then, was ita question of privilege? 
Gentlemen seemed to argue this question as though 
all the rights of the House were the privileges of 
the House. According to that view everything 
they did would be a question of privilege; at least 


| 





States. But what he understood to be a questuuon 
of privilege concerned the invasion of the rights 
of Parliament, or of some of its members. A | 
breach of the privileges of Parliament or any of tts | 
members was a privileged question, and overrode 
all other business, because it concerned the rights, 
and might concern the very existence of the body 
itself. If the gentleman who had moved these 
resolutions had stated that this Mr. Horner was 
violating the privileges of the House of Repre- | 
sentatives, it would then be for the House to deter- 
mine whether or not it was a privileged, question, 
by reason of its being a breach of the rights of the | 
House. No such question has been made. It | 
was the undoubted right of the House to dis- 
charge its Cierk or its Speaker; but itemust be 
done in accordance with its own rules and order of | 
But two officers were necessary to the | 
organization of the House—first the Speaker, and 


\} 


After their election, | 


; the Hlouse could proceed to acts of Jegislation, or | 


| fit to constitute. 


| the Speaker and Clerk, could not be necessary to 


| might create for its own convenience, were neces- | 
_ Bary to the organization ofthe House, and that their | 


| tion must be made under the order of business pre- 


| tion, nor a question of privilege, uniess it could 


to the appointment of any other officers they saw | 
They had constituted, for their |, 
own convenience, the offices of Doorkeeper and | 
Postmaster; they had had no Postmaster, he be- || 
lieved, until 1816, after the war. ‘They might | 
elect the pages, and might create any number of |, 
other officers and elect them, but the elecuuon would | 
have totake place in conformity to the rules of the | 
House; and the election of any other officers than || 


the organization of the House, or be made a privi- 
leged question. 

The mistake of gentlemen was based upon the | 
fallacious idea, that any officers whom the House | 


election was a privileged quesuon; whereas, as he 
had shown, the reverse was the fact, and the elec- 


scribed by the rules of the House. ‘Therefore, he || 
said, that this question had not precedence over 
other business—that it was not a privileged ques- || 


| 
| 
be shown to refer to sume alleged invasion of | 


‘ | 
the rights or the privileges of the House, or of |, 


| sume of its members, and this was not contended. |, 
| He hoped, therefore, that gentlemen on the other | 
side of the House would pause before they pro- | 


_ ened to the speech of his friend trom Georgia, [Mr. 


, the House. 
, man from Georgia and others, he might say that 


it would bring with it against the Doorkeeper of | 
the Elouse, charges which, if sustained, would || 


| makes the fotlowing charges; against Kobert E, Horner, 


| ceeded further to set aside and violate the pariia- | 


mentary rules by the force of the will of a bare 
majority. 

CHARGES AGAINST THE DOORKEEPER. || 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, said he had list- || 

} 


i 


i 
y? 


‘Toomss,] and he concurred in many parts of it. 
He (Mr. B.) had not made the motion in any 
Spirit of capuliousness towards the Doorkeeper of |) 
But for the information of the gentle- |, 
1| 
he had offered the resolution because, if received, || 


make ita question of privilege. He had drawn || 
up these charges and would read them as follows: || 


Mr. BROWN, a member of the House, from Mississippi, 


’ 


Doorkeeper of the House of Representatives : 

1. ‘That the said Horner made atalse certificate under and 
by virtue of which his brother drew pay as an officer of the 
House, at the time when his said brother was notoriousiy 
absent from the city of Washington, aud held an office in 
the @mte of Wisconsin, the dates of which he, was dis- 


, the law of Parliament should be preserved, 


| 
| 
t 


. 
April 18, 
charging, and for which he was receivi sia = 
United ‘tates. CelviNg & salary from the 
2. That he has dismissed from his pla . 
House without cause, and in bis auteagena Soon OF ‘this 


made a false charge against the said page, calent 
; ; paze, caleul; 
grace him, and subject him to a criminal prose ution to dis. 


3. That said Horner ; 
to the manner of discharging his official duties. ent in regard 
If the resolution were received, he did not in, 
to ask the House to pass it, but to refer it, ean 
charges, to a committee, to be inquired into—s. 
ascertain whether the charges were true, , 
Mr. TOOMBS asked the gentleman to withdr 
the resolution. He had now made charees ia 
it was proper that the House should inquire oo 
and that there should be a committee raised fo, this 
purpose. He (Mr. T.) had no objection to the 
raising of a committee—he was only anxious that 





Mr. BROWN said, if that were the sense of the 


_ House, he was willing to comply with it, He 


wanted to get at the root of these charges—he \y¢. 
lieved that the dignity of the House required 
He wanted to disabuse the mind of every reutle. 
man who supposed that he was pursuing the 
Doorkeeper in any spirit of vengeance towards 
him. It was well known to the House that he 


had voted for the acting Doorkeeper; he had 


thought well of him. He had had reason to 
change his opinion—at any rate he had change; 
his opinion. He wanted these charges inquired 
into. If they were false, he wished the gentlemay 
to be reinstated in his opinion and retained as 
Doorkeeper. If they were true, he thought he 
should be dismissed At the suggestion of his 


| friend from Georgia, he withdrew the resolution, 


Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, said, that for him. 
self, he had always entertained the very decided 
opinion that the decision originally made by the 
Chair, and overruled by the House, was correct: 
and he concurred entirely in the general view of 
the gentleman from Georgia—that the parliament. 
ary law, as established by this House, should, i 
possible, be maintained by it. He felt the ques- 
tion to be sufficiently important to justify inves. 
tigation as a question of privilege; and he united 
with the gentleman from Geokela in the appeal to 
the gentleman from Mississippi, to let this question 
go clear of all doubt, as a question of privilege, 
upon the charges preferred by the gentleman from 

ississippi. He hoped their friends on this side 


| of the House would unite in this course of action. 


The SPEAKER, (to Mr. Brown.) Does the 


gentleman from Mississippi withdraw his appeal 


from the decision of the Chair, and prefer the 
charges which he has made? 

Mr. BROWN replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. AVERETT inquired of the gentleman from 


| Mississippi, whether one of his specifications had 


not already been a matter of investigation before 

one of the standing committees of the House? 
Mr. BROWN. Not by order of the House. 
The SPEAKER, (to Mr. Brown.) The gen- 


| tleman from Mississippi will state his motion. 


Mr. BROWN. Having withdrawn my resolu- 
tion, | now move that the charges which I have 
preferred be referred:to a'select committee of five 
members. 

The SPEAKER announced the question upon 
this motion. _ 

The question was taken, and decided in the af- 
firmative. 

So it was ordered that aselect committee, to con- 
sist of five members, should be appointed to inves- 
tigate the charges preferred by Mr. Brows, of 
Mississippi, against the acting Doorkeeper of the 
House. 

Mr. BROWN rose and asked to be excused 
from service upon the committee, having preferred 
the charges. 


ANOTHER INVESTIGATION PROPOSED. 


Mr. RICHARDSON rose and asked the unani- 
mous consent of the House to allow him to offer 
the following resolutions, which he would send 
the Clerk’s table to be read for information: 

Resolved, That aselect eommittee of nine be appointed, 
with power to send for persons and papers, to inquire aud 
report to this House, whether Thomas Ewing, Secretary 


the Interior, reopened and paid to G. W. & W. G. Ewing 4 


“claim against the ‘Treasury of the United States, of $77,00), 
|| afier the same had been adjudicated and rejected by te 


proper officer of the Government, before said Ewing was | 
ducted into said office of the Interior ; who were the agen® 
ard attorneys for said claim; what clerk in the office at 
said Department of the Interior had interest in said claim, 
aad how suid interest, if any, was acquired. 

2d. Whether said Ewing zeopened and paid interest, (0 tie 
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e ~~ 31,000, on the pension granted to Commodore |! , oh wi beoees Il ey ' : 
the anount of $31; ae peel pauper ky ye Wasmiaaeey || allotted hour, [in remarks which will be published House to-morrow, and possibly the next day. By 





























te Janes farrevoluuionary war, aiter the principal had been | hereafter.) Before proceeding to the general sub- || the rules of the House, the Speaker was permit- 
ion, peep ar aud discharged, aud if said interest was paid, was | Ject before the committee, he desired, he said, to ted to designate a member to take the chair only 
dis. wae or compound, who was the agent or attorney for |, advert for one moment to the prophecies which || until the adjournment, thus rendering it necessaty 
sin wud claim, and the authority of law for such payment, if | had gone abroad in relation to the course which || that he should be present at the opening of the 
‘ard Pr : ’ 
' OY; Whether said Ewing reopened and paid a claim to a |, would probably be pursued bY the citizens of Nash- || House. If it should be necessary for him to be 
as nan or persous on behalf of the Chickasaw Indians, of || ville towards the members of the proposed South- || absent to-morrow, and possibly the néxt day, he 
the 108,000, after pe somo bed bape pendent ena reload |, ern Convention. Predictions had been hazarded || desired the unanimous consent of the House to 
oa ver officer 0 e Government, before said Ewing || if iri ind- i ivi ; : 
~to - Wi tacted into the office of the Interior ; who was the ! that the people ie spirit of kind allow him the privilege of designating a member 
was inductyents, attorney or attorneys, and who was the | Ness Or respect towards the members of that body. || to take the chair during his absence. If no ob- 
= part or parties in interest, and whether either of said | His silence might perkape be construed into an || jections were made, the motion would be consid- 
ca hgents, alorneys, Or parties in interest held at the time of || admission of the truth of these predictions. The || ered agreed to, and entered upon the Journal. 
“7 such payment, ee oe Government, or now || majority of the citizens of Nashville might proba- No objection was made. 
ids such offic : | s : a | . , : 
his “ Wiether said Ewing usurped the power of appoint- || Lly deem that the call of that Convention was in- || The question was then taken on the motion to 
the meat in the Pension and General Land Office, and whether | opportune and unwise. Such, in fact, was his in- | adjourn, and, being agreed to, 
i the same OF OS eiainens tive dblatous sia hetecions | formation. But he believed it equally true, that || ‘The House adjourned. 
‘ pe swing’s ¢ n 2 é } Is | . : 7 ¥ 
val Commissioner of Pensions by order and direction of || See iether eke a to the Meow en. aie de ial : 
the cid Ewing, and if 80, the authority for such order and di- e assembling oO 8 Lonvention piped bwrtad Maral 2 . . 
Hi . : | tertained a sincere sympathy with the South, and iC3> Mr. BUTLER, of Connecticut, did not 
. sh. What persons in ofice by ae oe said || would extend to the members of the Convention || Vote upon any of the questions which came before 
Bwing are correspondents for newspapers, their salaries, || every consideration which courtesy, kindness, and | the House yesterday or to-day, having paired off 
It, and what papers they edit or write for, | ton with his colleague, Mr. Waxtpo, who 1s absent 
' Are luti a true feeling of brotherhood could elicit. His | , Bue, ; ’ — 
Ue. The SPEAKER. The resolutions can only be | | li lon. shone der this allusion || from the city. 
the eeriained by the unanimous consent of the | peculiar position seemed to render this allusion | 
rds slesil || necessary and proper. 
, ouse. r i} , > : " 
he Mr. TOOMBS. I object to the reception of the || oa an — a _ wt pian venes ee ee ee 
ad resolutions. 1 do not like their language. If the | he 9 sais : nage. cos bed _— ene " The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
to gentleman seeks to inquire into the conduct of an | eee re ee di, MCh 2a sn the ea the _ presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
red oficer, he Should employ language becoming the || eracier OF the Cacuasions in the cogimiites. || propriate committees: 
od ae . >. || He expressed his belief that we were at last ap- | gate ss 
és character of the House. 1 do not object to the in- | sGuidkieid a 'vétione) nd Gatinecs dj tof || ..BY Mr. TUCK: The petition of Jonathan Martin and 
ian quirys I object to the terms of the resolutions. 1} P d 5 k H auslactory adjustment of |) arhers, of Canada, New Hampshire, tor Congress to pass a 
as Mr. RIC ARDSON. Will the gentleman from |} our | ifficulties. e would not, he said, enter into || law during its present session, to establish a uniform rate of 
he eee ‘tw the} * hich hé objects? '/ a discussion of the general question of slavery. |} postage, not to exceed one cent on newspapers and two 
, Georgia specily the language to whic 1e Objects ¢ || He considered that there was in fact but one great, || Ce@ 0 each prepaid letter of half an ounce, for all dis- 
" Mr. STANLY. I move a suspension of the | upleted lawns Waties the Godmenitt nd th . ” |) tances, and for other corresponding reforms. 
n. h ] d all oth like | ssu € ; ee—al alwas, Also, the petition of Charles Bhedd and others, of Camp- 
rules, to allow these resolutions, and all others like | . Neher: , , ’ 1p 
- ben, waben ia | the admission of California into the Union, the es- |} ton, New Hampshire, in favor of stipulated arbitration, or a 
’ . oa | F i i 1 congress of nations, tor the accomplishment of peace. 2 
ed The SPEAKER, The gentleman from North | eee ee eene opens Alsa, the petition of John G. Sieees and eum the 
he Carolina must be aware that a motion to suspend } puted boundary tae of Patan:  Thabe points —e a that ~*~ Woodworth patent (so called) may 
ct: : . ° not be further exten . 
the rules is not in order. 1} oe ate : ‘ a a ‘ 
of at ‘ : || formed one great, distinct issue—united by God Also, the petition of E. M, Griffing and 12 others, of Her- 
oy — being made, the resolutions were not | and Nature - such a way that they could A. be kimer county, New York, praying the release of Drayton 
or received. | ’ . a . || and Sayre, impeachment of certain officers, and the aboli- 
yt Mr. MCCLERNAND moved that the House | separated. ‘They formed an indissoluble trio, by || tion of slavery in the District of Columbia. ; 
ea ect S ps : f the Whol ‘| means of which all pending difficulues were to be || Also, the petition of Newman Scofield aud others, of Len- 
resolve itself into Committee of the 1ole on the ; | oo, : - ; / 
es. Ph: . |} adjusted and brought to a peaceful and happy || ox, New York, io secure to alleged fugitives the right of : 
ed wate of the US. Doe eres coe mara coe settlement. He declared that he had insuperable || trial by jury. 
e : | ‘the 


to prevail in justice to the gentleman from ‘Tennes- 
” see, [Mr. Ewine,] who had the floor upon the | 
on California question in committee. 

ae Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, appealed 
= to the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. McCLernanp] 


etd | Iso, titi f John E . j 
objeetions to the plan of policy recommended by | Now ark, ne” PORE Ses 


the President. It would not accomplish the great || _ Also, the petition of A. Bates and others, of Smyrna, New 
object in view. It would not settle the question, || York, for the same. 


nor would it produce the peace and harmony a vee. paitiian of ee ee ae Aran, of Grae / 
9* , ® 


de to withdraw the motion, to allow him to report | Sa any plan, looking to an effectual and final || | Also, the petition of Benjamin Hartwell and others, of 
MM. back from the Judiciary Committee the census bill | adjustment, must insure. He spoke strongly of || Phelps, New York, for the sume. 
he = : 1 the necessity of conciliation; neo plan could suc- Also, the peution of Samuel Howard and others, of Perry, 
of the Senate, with amendments. H eoed in 1 aa: ‘Bedid | New York, for the same. 
ex! Mr. MCCLERNAND aaid he would withdraw || S°°"" "8 absence. Fie did not mean a plan to sat- Also, the petition of T. R. Townsend and others, of Vol- 
he his motion if the gentleman from Pennsylvania || isfy the extreme ends of the North and the South, || ney, New York, for the same. ; 
would renew it. ,, but a plan which would satisfy the masses of the | Pm petition of Ww. ma Vicstaat and 178 others, 
Mr. THOMPSON (accepting the condition) | people in both sections. And, in his opinion, || Also, the petition of Jonathan Garland and others, of 
om asked the consent of the House to report from the | any plan that was fair would sausfy these masses. || winsjow, Maine, for the same, 
ad Commities 08 the Judiciary the counes bill of the | It was 2 Certain result, Springing from republi- Alxo, the petition of Jonathan Martin and others, of Can- a 
re Susihe: wit Milian. || can principles, and lying at the root of all truly | din, How Hempahire, fx tee onme. sai eintat iat 
Mr. PRESTON KING objected to the recep- }| republican Governments. The: President’s plam || ./\ York, vor the oe rs, of Norfolk, 2 
tion of the report which (he said) he thought || had not effected this end in the South, and even if || _ Also, the petition of M. Beckwith and others, of Nassau, 
en: hed bitter Temes endl te-cakuedie’ morning | it had done so in the North, that was not enough. || New York, tor the same. , 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania (to Mr. || if some such plan as he spoke. of, was.not cat: | ah oLieaeeee” RNR a> 
lu Kine.) Does the eakaks an in N. w ¥ k || ried into effect, nothing could follow but disaster Ale ep tition of Samuel Church and others, of Pitcher a 
ve Se . 8 © . : aa and ultimate disunion. Mr. E. then proceeded to || New York, for the same, , a 





. ; : ‘ 
ie eee Seneoarte ear etectei The | enforce, by argument, the duty and necessity of Also, the petition of Orlando Squires and others, of Little 


uniting in one great plan of settlement the several || Falls, New York, for the same. 
mot e ° » —2 s obert A. C \ 
ae can only be entertained by unanimous con subjects referred to, and expressed himself favora- seen ene aga Sei of 
; : bly towards the plan of adjustment proposed by | Also, the petition of Joun Holt and others, of Sherburne 
Mr. THOMPSON. [ask the unanimous con- || y ep ' prop y Also, the petition of Jolin Holt and others, of Sherburne, 

af- s . the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. McCuernanp. New York, for the repeal of all laws enacted or adopted b 
sent to ask the gentleman from New York why he || \° » Li } ‘of &o- 


on 





makes the sation ; Mr. ALSTON next addressed the committee in vengrese for the support of slavery in the Diswiet of Co- 
on- . 7 . ‘ | defence of the institution of slavery, by arguments | . er 4 
The SP ‘ tty Y, Oy arg Also, the petition of T. R. Townsend and others, for the 
es- the ine - EAKER. It is out of order to make 1 drawn from the Scriptures. |] same. , 
of The oT. ‘ | [A report of both the above speeches will be Also, the petition of Henry F. Newton and others, for the 
the € question was announced upon the motion * ublished in the Appendix. ] saine. 
of Mr. McC.iernanp, that the House resolve | P - ppe se Also, the petition of A. Bates and others, for the same. 
’ itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of | Mr. CLEVELAND obtained the floor, and Also, the petition of Chester Bryan and others, tor the 
= the Union | ylelded to a motion that the committee rise; which a petitin of Béshuel Howaéd and auiers, of P 
re : . s » peti n my e ward and oluers, 0) ery 
Mr. SWEETSER appealed to the gentleman || Deng agreed to, New York, for the same. , ; 
from Illinois {Mr, McCiernanp] to withdraw the The committee rose, and reported progress. Also, the petition of Benjamin Hartwell and others, of £ 
: © « . . | D * ‘ k, ‘ he s: BP. ea 
oe ‘0 — him to offer a ee ~ THE DEFICIENCY BILL. rae the petitinn of W. W" Woodworth snd diherk: of 
ni- vestigation concerning the Doorkeeper, | : < as Phelps, New York, for the same. 
fer which he considered very important to be adopted. || ,; On ee of Mr. Sees of Missis- Also, the petition of Carr B. Haines and others, of Can- 3 
| wo Mr. McCLERNAND declined to withdraw the oth no objection being made, dia, New Hampshire, for the same. 
thotion;.sedinickine-that he.wes desired b atle- || _ Lhe bill making appropriations to supply defi- || Also, the petition of Jonathan Garland and others, of 
men onal abies . an cape esired bY gentle” | ciencies in the appropriations for the present fiscal Vinee Maine, etry OO ital hee 
x , | year, which had been returned with amendments efagean” CS. Ee es 
y of , CALIFORNIA. || from the Senate, was taken up, and reterred to the Also, the petition of M. Beckwith and others, of Nassau, 
ig a The question being taken and agreed to, ‘| Committee of Ways and Meuns. || New York, for the same. ; 
~ a te House resolved itself into Committee of | Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, asked leave to port, New York, © oa: Reed and others, of Lock- 
ive ° : ‘ New f * 8: me & 
ae a ¢ Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Rica- | withdraw certain private papers. Aiso, the petition of Newman Scofield and others, of Len- / 
om RDson—in the absence of Mr. Borp—in the || Objection was made. ox, New York, for the same. ; 
e of chair,) and resumed the corsideration of the Cali- || A motion was made that the House adjourn. _Also, the petition of M. Bettingus and others, of, Litite* # 
Lim, fornia question. . || Betore propounding the question— Fails, New York, for the same. 7 
ae Mr. EWING, of Tennessee, was entitled tothe | The S BA KER rose and said that it might be | ANG, Bey BPR ae OES. VE> WORE ead SCH, Of Aegan, 


New York, for the same. 
||" Also, the petition of the Colfins monthly: theeting of . 


floor, and addressed the committee during the || desirable for him personally to be absent from the 












Friends, Collins Centre, New York, for the constitutional 
extinction of slavery. 


Alxo, the petition of James W. Reed and others, citizens | 


of Lockport, New ‘ork, for the abolition of slavery in the 
teriitorics, 

Also, the petation of John Holt and others, of Sherburne, 
New York, tor the same. 

Also, the petition of Shubal Carver and others, of Pitcher, 
N w York, for the same. 


Also, the petition of T. R. Townsend and others, of Vol- 


ney, New York, for the same. 


Also, the petition of Chester Bryan and others, of Sher- 
! 


burne, New York, for the same. 

Also, the pettion of A. Bates and others, of Smyrna, New 
Yors, tor the same, 

Al-o, the petition of Samuel Howard and others, of Perry, 
New York, for the same. 

Also, tie petition of Jonathan Martin and others, of Can- 
dia, New Hampshire, for the same. 

Also, the petition of W. W. Woodworth and others, of 
Phelps, New York, for the same. 

Also, the petition of Charles B. Burtis and others, of 
Phetps, New York, for the same. 

Also, the petition of Newman Scofield and others, of Len- 
ox, New York, for the same. 

Also, the petition of Thomas Burch and others, of Little 
Falix, New York, for the same. 


Also, the petition of 8. W. Wells and others, of Augusta, | 


New York, tor the same. 
Also, the petiuen of I. G. Bradley and others, of Norfolk, 
New York, tor the same. 

Al-o, the petinon of M. Beckwith and others, of Nassau, 
New York, tor the same. 

Also, the petition of T. R. Townsend and others, citizens 
of Volucy, New York, against the adinission of more slave 
States into the Union. 

Aiso, the petinon of John Holt and others, of Sherburne, 
New York, tor the same. 

Also, the petition of A. Bates and others, of Smyrna, New 
York, for the same. 

Also, the petition of Benjamin Hartwell and others, of 
Pheips, New York, for the same. 


Also, the petition of Samuel Howard and others, of Perry, || 


New York, for the same. 

Also, the petition of George Gates and others, for the 
sane. 

Also, the petition of Chester Bryan and others, of Sher- 
burne, New York, forthe same. 

Aiso, the petition of W. W. Woodworth and others, of 
Pietps, New York, for the same 

Also, the petition of M. Bettingus and others, of Little 
Falla, New York, for the same. 

Also, the petition of Robert A. Currier, of Augusta, New 
York, for the same, 

Also, the petition of Newman Scofield and others, of Len- 
ox, New York, for the same. 

Also, the petition of M. Beckwith and others, of Nassau, 
New York, for the same. 


Aiso, the petition of A. Emerson and others, of Candia, || 


New Hampshire, for the same 

Also, the petition of Janes W. Reed and others, of Lock- 
port, New York, for the same. 

Al-o, the petition of H. G. Bradley and others, of Norfolk, 
New York, or the same. 

Also, the petition of Stephen Parker and others, of New- 
port, New Hampshire, praying for a trial by jury to alleged 
fugitive slaves, 

Also, the petition of Henry J. Marshall and others, of 
Newport, New Hampshire, for the repeat of all laws sustain- 
ing slavery in the Distnet of Columbia. 

Also, ihe petition of Stephen Parker and others, of New- 
port, New Hampshire remonstrating against the admission 
of any more slave States into this Union, 

By Mr. GOTT: The memorial of teachers and students 
of Fayetteville Academy, New York, for cheap postage. 


Also, the memorial of citizens of Amber, New York, and of | 


La Fayeue, New York, for the right of trial by jury to 
alleged fugitives froin service. Also, the memorial of citi- 
¥% usof Amber and La Fayette, New York, for freedom in 
the territories, 

Also, the memorials of citizens of the same places, fora 
repeal of all laws enacted or adopted by Congress for the 
support of stavery in the District of Columbia. 
memorials of ciuzens of the same places, against the ad- 
mission of more slave States into the Uniun. 


Also, the | 


Also, the memorial of citizens of Ohio, for a committee to 


settle the slave question. 


By Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky: The memorial of Wm. | 


H. Scott, of Grant county, praying indemnity for losses sus- 
tained in consequence of the refusal ot 
General to exeente a contract for mail service according to 
agreement and the requirements of the law. 

By Mr. FOWLER: The petition of O. G. Hubbard and 
others, citizens of Massachusetts, praying for the reduction 
of postage to two cents. 


By Mr. CONGER: The petition of 94 citizens of Cortland, || 


the Postmaster | 


New York, for the repeal of all laws enacted or adopted by | 


Congress for the support of slavery in the District of Co 
jiumbia, 
Also, the petition of 104 citizens of the same place for the 


establictiiment and protection of freedom in the territories 
of the United States. 


Also, the petition of 100 citizens of the same place to | 


secure to alleged fugitives the right of trial by jury. 


Also, the petition of 107 citizens of the same place against | 


the admission of more slave States into the Union. 

By Mr. SCHERMERUHORN: The petition of 35 citizens 
of Ogden, Monioe county, New York, praying that slavery 
and the slave trade may be expressly prohibited by act of 
Congress in all the territories of the United tates. 


Aisa, the petition of 41 citizens of the above town and | 
county, praying that no State be admitted into the Union | 


unless its constitution expressly prohibits slavery within its 
limits. 
Also, the petition of 14 citizens of the same place, pray- 


ing that no fngitive slave be delivered to the claimant with- 
out the verdict of a jury. 


By Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi: The petition of L. W. 
Ellis, W. W. Cook, and others, citizens of Copiab and 





to Edwards depét, iu that State. 

By Mr. GOULD: The peution of 94 inhabitants of Mere- 
dith, Delaware county, New York, for the repeal of all laws 
or parts of laws that authorize slavery in the District of 
Columbia, or in case of the non-repeal, the removal of the 
National Government to some more favorable location. 

Also, the petition of 103 inhabitants of Meredith, Dela- 
ware county, New York, that slavery may be prohilited i. 
Lhe territories. 

Also, the petition of 100 inhabitants of Meredith, Dela- 
ware county, New York, for trial by jary for fugiuve slaves. 

Also, the petition of 106 inhabitants of Meredith, Delaware 
county, New York, that no State shall be admitted into the 
Union that does not exclude slavgry tn its coustituuion, 

By Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas: The petition of F. W. 
Desha and others, officers, &c., tor a bounty tm Jand, for 
services in the Mexican war. 

Also, the peution of E. Kirkpatrick, T. C. Denson, and 
others, for amail-route from Dry Ridge, Drew county, by 


| 


Lacy, Fountam Hii, and Hamburg, w De Bastrop, in Ar- 


Kauss. 
Also, the petition of Lieut. Col. Wm. Gray, for a just rate 
of compensation tor services rendered during the war. 


By Mr. NELSON: ‘The petition of N. B. Blackman, D- | the repeal of all laws enacted or adopted by Congre 


|, the support of slavery in the District of Colunsbia, 


H. Ringer, Luther Humphrey, and 40 other citizens of Cass 
county, Michigan, praying tiat persons arrested as fugitive 
slaves may be entitled to trial by jury, betore delivered up to 
the claimant. 


By Mr. BLNGHAM: The petition of W. W. Dean and 53 


Others, citizens of the towurhip of Green Oak, In the State 
of Michigan, praying that slavery and the slave trade may 
be prohitited by act of Congress in all the lerritories of the 
United Stites, 

Alsv, the petition of Hannibal Lee and 68 others, citizens 
of the township aloresaid, praying that a trial by jury may 
be granted to persons claimed as tugitive slaves, 

Also, uie petition of William B. Mead aud 102 citizens of 
Saiem, in the State of Michigan, agamst the admission of 
any State herealter jato the Union, umless slavery or the 
slave trade is expressly prohibited by its constitution. 

Also, the petition of 124 citizens of the same township, 


us fugilive slaves. 


praying thata trial by jury may be granted Lo persons Claimed | 


Also, the peution of 121 citizens of the same township, | 


praying that slavery and the slave trade may be prohibited 
by act of Congress in all the territories of the United States. 
Also, the peution of 120 ciuzens of the same townstiip, 
praying the repeal of all laws sanculioning slavery or the 
slave trade in the District of Columbia. 
Also, the petition of Satin Feleh and 108 citizens of 
Ann Arbor, in the State of Michigan, praying that slavery 


and the slave trade may be expressly prohibited by act of || 


Congress in all the territories of the United States. : 
Also, the petition of 113 citizens of the same township, 


praying that no State may be admitted into the Union unless | zens of the same place, for the repeal of all laws enacted 


slavery be expressly protibited in its constitution. , 

Also, the petition of 105 eitizens of the same township, 
praying tor the repeal ot all laws by which slavery aod the 
slave trade is sanctioned in the District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of 1)7 citizens of the same towaship, 
praying hata trial by jury inay be granted to persons claimed 
as fugiuve slaves. 

By Mc. ROBBINS: The petition of Nicholas Coleman 
and 47 others, citizens of Pennsylvania, asking a reducuon 


of the postage on letters weighing hall an ouuce and under | 


to two cents for any distance. 

By Mr. BOWIE: The memorial of Thomas Croxall and 
others, representatives of the late Ca; tain Charles Croxall, 
ot Maryland, praying relief for revolutionary services. 


By Mr. ROCKWELL: The petition of H. 5S. Ranney and | 


87 others, citizens of Ashiield, Massaciiusetts, lv have 
siavery prohibited in the territories. 
Also, the petition of H. 8. Ranney and 84 others, citizens 
| of Ashfield, Massachusetts, to secure to any persons who 
may be arresied as fugitive slaves, the right of trial by jury. 
Also, the petition of H. S. Ranney and &1 others, ciuzens 
of Ashfield, Massachusetts, against the admission of slave 
States into the Union. 


Also, the petition of 68 citizens of Conway, Massachu- || 


setts, in favor of One uniiorm rate of postage of one cent on 
newspapers, and two cents On prepaid letters of half an 
ounce weight, and other corresponding reforms. 

By Mr. ASHE: The memorial of M. P. Cunir and others, 





in tavor of the establishment of a mail-route from Rockfish, | 
Cumberland county, North Carolina, to Philadelphus, Robe- 


son county, North Carolina, 
By Mr. JOUNSON, of Tennessee : The petition of W. K. 
Blair, of Jonesboro’, Tennessee, praying Congress to grant 
| him compensation for services rendered as pension agent. 
By Mr. BENNETT: The petition of citizens of Tioga 
county, New York, to secure to alleged fugitives a trial by 


ury. 

' Also, the petition of the same, to abolish slavery in the 
District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of the sane, to prohibit slavery in all 
new States hereafter admitted. 

Also, the petition of the same, to probibit slavery in the 
territories of the United States. 


By Mr. HENRY: The petition of Everett Wellman and | 


32 other citizens of Brookline, Vermont, that slavery and 


the slave trade may be prohibited in the territories; that | 


slavery and the skive trade may be abolished in the District 
of Columbia, or the seat of Government be removed there- 
from; that persons claimed as fugitives from slavery may 
be entitled to trial by jury; and that no State be hereafter 
admitted into the Union whose constitution does not pro- 
hibit slavery. 


By Mr. MANN, of Pennsylvania: The petition of officers | 


and soldiers of the war of 1812, and other citizens of Law- 
rence county, Pennsylvania, praying that land may be 


granted to the officers and soldiers who served a tour of |) 


duty, and to their heirs, 


By Mr. PUTNAM: The petition of Jeremiah Rain, of | 


Java, New York, for compensation for property lost by bim 
when a soldier in the war of 1812. 
By Mr. CABLE, of Ohio: The petition of John Frost and 


|| 13 other citizens of New Lisbon, Obio, against the admis- 
i] sion of more slave States. 








. 
April 19, 
Also, the petition of the same and 14 ay 

saine place, to secure to alleged fugiti 
by jury. 

Aiso, the petition of the same and 15 ot 

| same place, for the establishment and pro 
in the territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of the same and 16 other Citizen 

| same place for fhe repeal of all laws enacted or a “ 
ene for the support of slavery in the Distri¢t 
ia. 

By Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania: The joj 

| tion of the Legislature of Penney ivanie, asking Cee 
to place the soldiers of the war of 18)2 on the same on 
with the soldiers of the Mexican war with regard to oe 
land, pensions, &e. = 

By Mr. DUER: The memorial of 120 me 
House of Assembly of the State of New 
ber 128,) praying for the organization of 
trict in western New York. 

By Mr. DURKEE: The petition of E. 8. B) 
other citizens of the city of Racine, in the State of W 
consin, against the admission of any more slave States 

Also, the petition of Henry F. Cox and 213 others. 
zens of the city of Racine, in the State of Wiscons) 


other citizens o 
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ves the right of : 
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Also, the petition of Peter Jones and 2/4 other ¢ 
the city of Racine, in the State of Wisconsin, for the e 
tablishment and protection of freedom in the territories 

Also, the petition of Robert Welch and 216 others, cit; 
zens of the city of Racine, in the State ot Wisconsin i 
f vor of securing to alleged fugitives the ri_ht of trial by 

| jury. ; 
, Also, the petition of A. G. Northway and 74 others cit 
| zens of Paris, in the State of Wisconsin, against the admis 
, sion of any more slave States. . 
Also, the petition of A. P, Adams and 74 citizens of the 
| same place, for the establishment and protection Of freedom 
in the territories. 

Also, the petition of John E. Mount and 73 others, ejyj. 
zens of the same place, in the State of Wisconsin, for the 
repeal of all laws enacted or adopted by Congress for tie 
| support of slavery in the District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of Elisha Baker and 72 others, citizens 
of the same place, in favor of securing to alleged fugitives 
the right of trial by jury. 

Also, the petition of E. D. Seward and 52 others, citizens 
of Lake Mills, in the State of Wisconsin, praying Congress to 
take some action in favor of stipulated arbitration, or eon. 
gress of nations, for the settlement of international contro. 
versies. 

Also, the petition of L. P. Drake and 117 others, citizens 
of the same place, in favor of securing to alleged fugitives 
the right of trial by jury. 

Also, the petition of Edwin D. Seward and 119 others, citi- 


itizens of 


or adopted by Congress for the support of slavery in the 
District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of Joseph Colley and 116 others, citizens 
of Belvit, ia the State of Wisconsin, for the repeal of ail 
| laws enacted or adopted by Congress for the support of 


|| slavery in the District of Columbia. 


Also, the petition of Isaac Lyon and 70 others, citizens of 
| Walworth county, in the State of Wisconsin, against the 
admission of any more slave States. 

Also, the petition of J. W. Cahoon and 70 others, citizens 
of the same place, for the repeal of all laws enacted or 
adopted by Congress for the support of slavery in the District 
of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of Daniel Pierce, and 69 others, citizens 
of the same place, in favor of securing to alleged fugitives 
| the right of trial by jury. 

Also, the petition of L. 8 Vantine, and 72 others, citizens 
of the same place, for the establishment and protection of 
freedom in the territories. 

Also, the petition of A. P. Babcock, and 110 others, citi- 
zens of Peoria, in the State of Hlinois, for the establishment 
and protection of freedom in the territories. 

Also, the petition of Moses Pettengill, and 115 other, 
of, the same place, in favor of securing to alleged fugitives 
| the right of trial by jury. 


|| Also, the petition of Levi Spencer, and 110 others, citi- 


zens of the same place, against the admission of any more 
slave States. 

Also, the petition of Ira Smith, and 95 others, citizens of 
| the same place, for the repeal of all laws, enacted or adopted 
by Congress for the support of slavery in the District o! 
Columbia. 

Also, the petition of Haskell Wheelock and 60 others, 
citizens of Williamston and Mayville, in the State of Wis- 
| consin, against the admission of any more slave States. — 

Also, the petition of R.S. Chapman and 59 others, cili- 
| zens of the same places, for the establishment and protectioa 
of freedom in the territories. " 

Also, the petition of Samuel Goodwin and 62 others, cit- 
zens of the same places, in favor of securing to alleged fugi- 
tives the right of trial by jury. " 

Also, the petition of N. F. Henry and 59 others, citizens 
of the same places, for the repeal of all laws enacted oF 
adopted by Congress for the support of slavery in the Die 
trict of Columbia. L 

Also, the petition of Gabriel Cornish and 55 others, eit- 
zens of Palmyra, in the State of Wisconsin, for the estab- 
lishment and protection of freedom in the territories. 

Also, the petition of G. M. Harris and 54 others, citizens 
of the same place, against the admission of any more slave 
States, . 

Also, the petition of William Hooper and 55 others, cit 
zens of the same place, for the repeal of all laws enacted of 
adopted by Congress for the support of slavery in the Dis 
| triet of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of John Smith and 54 others, 


citizens of 


| the same place, in favor of securing to alleged fugitives the 
| right of trial by jury. 

Also, the petition of Jesse Hooker and 50 
of Salem, in the State of Wisconsin, prayin 
| take some steps toward the establishment of “ 
arbitration,’? or congress of nations, for the sett 
international controversies. 
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